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A New World Champion
by David Levy and Kevin O'Connell

The World Microcomputer Chess
Championships were held in Trave-
munds, West Garmany, 21-27 Septembey.
The word's leading manufacturers wers
&l invited 1o lake part. and the strongest
accepled the invilation.

The competition was splil inlo two
groups. The commercial group was a
kind of consumer lest, and was open
anly 10 those companies who had com-
menced production of this year's model
The “Experimentz” group was for
amatewr entries and for the commercial
companies who wished Lo lest the sl
vorsion of their nexl generation pro-
gram. Qriginally, the commercial group
was planned as a double round, al-play-
all. but whan it bacame clear thal thess
would be only four contestanis. the
orgsnising commitlee suggested the
tournament be quadruple round. and
the four companies agreed.

Before the first round could begin, a
technician was callad in (o examine each
of the products in the commercial
‘sacticn, to ensure that it did nol contain
any special harcware and that if rep-
fesenlsd the machine as sold o the
genaral public. This examination was
specifically designed to prevsnt com-
panies from entering & machine with a
fast microprocessor when they were
solling units with 3 stower (and cheaper)
processor, and to guaranies that the
program isell was if a genuine ROM
iread only memory) and had not been

put 1ogetner just for the loumnament.
these tests had been carried cut,
the competition began
Readers can se¢ from the crosslabla
that in the commercial group the Philidor
program, lwing in the Chess Champion
Mark ¥ computer. Scofed 2n wnpressive
victory. The Mark ¥ made a slight nega-
live scofe in s individual encounter
against the Chess Challenger (Champion
Sensory Challenger] bul ihe Mark V
scovred =g heavily against the remaining
conwesiznis hat the final resull was
nmewer really in doubl Unlortunately
evenl was marred by the withdrawal
the Grunleld/Morphy/Capablanca
machine, made by Appled Concopls
e, of Garand, Texas. Their thies
moduie system was playing in com-
petition for the first tme. although the
Grunleid and Morphy had been on the
markel for same ime, and in one of lwo
il 1he

g o

module made moves which wees far
below the standard expected lrom 2
special endgame module. i was revsaled
Ihat the programmer had delvorad the
program galy a few days befoce the
event so one can assume that be was
working right wp 1o the last moment and
that 3 bug had crept in 10 his program
Wten the Applied Concepts personmed
saw how the Capablanca module was
performing, they withdrew from both
sections (al ihat time they wore in last
place in the commercazl group)
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This withdrawal &d not atfect the
final results, since the Mark V had al-
ready shown itself capable of destroying
the Grunfeld/Morphy/Caga in e first
cycle, and even il the Mark V had lost
-4 in the second cycle. it would sul
have finished abead of the feld

In the experimental group the Fidelity
Experimental scored & COMWINCING Win,
INGuUgn MOt without 50ma Nasty moments.
In the firsl round the Fidelity program
was smashed by Philidar Expenmental,
and lster in the event Phosnix/Novag
had 1o turn a won ending into a loss in
order for Fidelity 1o win the section.

Aftor the fournament Were was a
maleh between Lhe winner of each

wp, and Fudelity Experimantal routed

< Chass Champion Mark V by 3-0. The
Fidelity Experimental was using & micro-
Drocessar funning at twice the spaed of
the one in the commercial Chess Cham-
pion Mark ¥, and & will be inleresting 10
see what happens at next year's World
Championship when these two glants
of the microcomputer world clash sgain

Philidor's best game:

Sicilian Defencs
Fidelity Experimental White
Philidor Slack
1 P=Kd P—QB4
2 P—QB3 P—0O4
IPxP QxP
4 P04 PeK3
5 N—B3 N—QB3
6 N—R3 PxP
T N—QNS 0-02

This position has only been reached
once, so far as we know, i master
“ess, when Black played 7 ... O—O1
« was bashed Mal by B B—KBd. 7 .

B—0Q3 is probably best

8 B-KB4 P—K4
Foreed, 1o prevent 9 N—BTch,
8BxP NzB
W NN Q—Kz
1 G-K2 PxP

12 N—BTch

Lixe all computer programs. Fidelity
is greedy. Vihits had ta piay 12 NxQBP
or possibly 12 FaP. but it prelers 1o
win matesal.

Q = N(B2)

12 ...
13 N—N6 dis ch  N—K21?

CHESS a2t

Whan 1his move was played, we were
surg that it was inferior to 13
B—K2, which sered to us to help
bring the bishop into play on OB or
ONS. Bul as 11 turns oul, the knight
plays a very useful pan i e anack.
and the bishop stll comss into piay on
QB4 or ON5, so probably Philidor's
move was batter than our hirst reactan

14 NxR PxP
Now Black i probably winning
15 QxP Q—Rdch
16 K—K2 a—R3ch
17 K—Q2 Q—Rdch

Vihan PRiidor repeats the podilion it
does not nacessarily mean that it wants
& draw. What happens is that the pro.
gram first satisfies ssell that it has the
drirw in hand. then the next time round
it looks deeper, and finally, before suD-
Mitting 1o @ draw by treelald repetition,
it usually consumes 3 lot of tms in an
endeavour to discover something beiter
it e position. We shall never know
exactly how Philidor woul have
changed ats mind. as Me Fidelity pro-
gram did not go back lo K2

18 K—Q1

Fidelity is ahead on material, and 5o

trigs to avoid the draw!

"w... B—NSch
15 P—B3 R—Q1ch
20 K—K2 B—K3
21 P—N3
Hoping to create a Hight squace on
KN2
28 aaa N—Qa

No! The knight comes into play with
devastating efect
22 Q—B1
Evarything is hopeless.
Lo B—0B4



23 K-

There is no way 10 Suruive
- N—BG dbl ch
B-KB4ch

Announcing male in four.

25 B—03 B x Beh

26 K—02 N—KS5 dbi ch

27 K—01 N=B7 male

This is undoubledly cne of the very
best games that the program has playea,
in any of it versions, and was the only
ioss sustained by Fidelity Expenimentel
during the enfire event.

Games ...

Boriz Gulke, who hes suffered the
wralh of Ihe Soviel chess authorities
owar the 1asl iwo years aller appiying
with hig wifg to emigrate, made & come-
Back by winning the Moscow Open
Championship in July with 11% oul of
17 2-3 Makarychev and Psskhis 10%;
48 Gorelov, Hremenetsky and Vyzhman-
avin 8%, 7-9 Bronstein, Razuvayev and
Yusupov 9. 10-11 Andrianor and Suetin
BY%; 12 Maya Chiburdanidze 8. 13-15
Sokolov, Vaganyan and Vasyukov M 16
Panchenko 7. 17 Arbakov 5; 18
Antoshin 4%,

Grand masler Alexei Sustin annotates
for CHESS:

Sicllian

A Sokolov Whie A Suetin Slack

1 P—K4 P—OBd 2 N—KB3 P—K3 3
P—04 PP & NxP P—QR3I 5 P—-OB4
0-B2 & N—QOBl N—KB3 7 B—03
N—B3 8 N{Qaj—K2!?

B NxW MPxN 8 P—B4 was simpler
Now Black could have tried 8 . B—8417
. B—K2 9 P—B4 P—Q3 10 00O
11 K—A1 B—02 12 B—K3
Oﬁ—‘" 13 P—OR3 N—OR4?

The start of vary sharp complicaticns,
bul the only way for Black 10 gel
counterplay.

14 R—B112

The quiel move was 14 P—ON3, but
Biack has enough play after 14 .
P—ONA 15 PxP PxP 18 R—B1 G—NZ2

“... Nz BPI?
1S BxN Qxg
16 P—QN3
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16 N—OS5 OxP 17 NxBch K—A1 leaves
Wnite's OB attacked and his knight
“ut off

a-B1

20 BxR? fails 1o 20 ... BaxNPeh!
20 ... N—R3!
The most d@iflicull move in the game
i was nafural to ptay 20 . - R—R1 21
QxN RBxB, but after 22 N—B4 {threaten-
ing 23 N-B5'} While's attack s very

stiong.
21 BaxR QxB
2 0-—Kes N—B4
23 N—-K4 N—RS!

23 ... BuP was possible, but this is
much betler, beginming a sharp king's
side counleranack,

24 N—04 B—04 25 QR—K1 N=N2126
Q—N4 NxP 27 Q—R5 N—O6! 28 R—K3
N—BS! 29 O—B) B-B4f

Wihite's picoes ate cutiously fied
in fzct tatally =o. Now 30 GxN QxQ .'u
Rx(Q KBxN was ihe besi chance, but
Black s winting

Outober-November 1851

30 NxB 8x0 31 R(KInB O-—82 32
P—ON4 P—Ka!

Not 32 ... N—N37T 33 NiQ4P PxN
34 RxRch NxA 35 AxNch! KxR 38
MxKPch and White wins!

33 N—B5 P—OR4 38 R—KN3 P—KN3
35 P—KR4 PxP 35 PxP P—R4 37 A—NS
K—R2 36 N—K3 P—83 33 R—N3 P—N3
40 N—K4& O-—-B3 31 While resigns.

Played in the England v Czecho-
siovakis malch, European Team Gnam-
pronshup, Skara 1850 Notes by John
Nunn for CHESS

QGD, Tarmasch
Piachetka Winte  Nunn Slack
( N—KB3 N—K83 2 P—QB4 P—K3
P—KN3 P04 4 B~N2 P—B4 5 00

13 N—Q2 P—QRA3 14 N—N3 B-R2
15 R—81 0—Q3 16 0-02 R—K1
17 N—B4 B-KB4 18 N—QR5 MNaN
19 QxN B—KS 20 BxB AxB 21 O—B7
Ox0 23 RxQ P—KN4 23 N—Q3 RaP
24 RxNP R=QOT 25 R=N3 R—N1 28
R—R3 A—N3 27 R—GB1 B—N1 28
P—QN4 B—Q3
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After the move played Black gains the
antuantagi
Ties P—R3?

A better chance was offered by the
sharp 30 A—KB3. for example 3!
RiNPch K—Bi 12 P—B4 P—Of
R(R3}—t5 (1% R-05 A-CB3 34 R- OB!
R-0F /s dangsrous) 33 R—ONT 34
A(NS}—05 F—K3 35 K—81 P—Q7 36
R—08ch K—K2 37 R{RS)—0S5 R—Kech
and wins. White can probably improve
an this bul even 30 the pawn sacrifice
would have offered good wmning
chances.

31 R—KBS

Necessary to prevent 31 R—K33

3t ... A
32 P—NS!

A stisrp move which in fact =5 the most

clear-cul route 1o a disw
32 ... Pxp

i 3 F—Q6? 33 PxP R—Qéch
34 K—N2 P—O7 35 P—R7 R—KMBch 36
KxR! P—Q3=0ch 37 K—NZ and wins
eg a7 B~0Q1 38 P—AS=0 RxQ 39
RxRch K—N2Z 40 R—R7.

33 R—AT =
34 R{B5}EP
35 K=N2

29 N—BS BxMN
Not 29 AxNP 30 RxP {30 N-K4?
R-B71) 30 ... BxN 31 RaB and White is
slignily better since Black's KNP s
in troutle

30 RxB?

30 PxB FAN3}—NT 31 P—BG is a sate
draw eg. 31 ABP 32 P—B7 2nd
Biack must give perpetual chedk of 31
.. R{Q7)—B7 32 RxR RxA 23 AxP
P—06 34 P—BT AP 35 R—D6 ex-
changing &l Ihe gqueens side pawns

Now if 36 KxR? P—Q7 37 A—KNch
K—B81 58 RIN7)—-KB7ch K-K1 39
R{BT}—K7ch K—01 40 R—KR7
P—(B.Och 41 K—NZ O—Q4ch 42
K—M1 RA—K3 covers the mates and
WINE.

3 K—R1

The only move Now Black could
force a draw &t once by 36 P—-O7
bul | decided 10 make cne more faifer
cheeky atlempt 10 wil.

.. R=Q5



