An elitist ga

Apartfromimprovementsinspeedatthe higherplaying levels, thereis not

muchmorethattheaverage chessplayercouldpossibly wantfromthe bestof

today’schesscomputers. Andas Tony Harrington notes, when itcomestonew

products Fidelity and Nox_/ag arewayoutinfront.

By the time you read this the World
Micro Computer Chess Championship
(WMCCC), held this year in Glasgow,
will be over. A full report will apear in
December’'s PCW. _

Without denigrating other suppliers’
machines, the World Championship
locks at the time of writing to be a two
horse race between the Novag and
Fidelity programs. .

Fidelity won last year's WMCCC, but
the Novag Super Constellation has had
some very encouraging player-
tournamentresults and the battle looks
to be unpredictable, :

| have not yet had the opportunity to
explore the Super Constellation, but |
have, however, had Fidelity's Budapest
program on trial for the last few weeks.
Very impressive itis, too.

The Fidelity Elite Budapest program

- is a very expensive piece of equipment,
costing nearly £600. It's a fine, auto-
sensory wooden board and pieces with
a manual comprising more than 50
pages! _

Butforthose who don‘thavethatsort
of money, hang on for a bit, Fidelity will
be launching the Sensory 12, priced at
£295,in September, which will have the
same program as the Elite (Budapest),
and most of the features (though it will
be a sensor board, not an auto-sensory
board in other words, touch-
sensitive, and not automatically acti-
vated by magnets in the base of the
pieces).

| was unable to establish whether or
not it will have the Elite's glorious Blitz
chess capability. It certainly won’t have
the full Blitz feature, since the little LCD
display on the Elite, which, in Blitz
games, shows the clocks for both
players, is not on the Sensory 12,

The month of Septemberwill also see

the release of Fidelity's Elegance Chess -

Challenger, the Fidelity Experimental.
The Elegance will, however, have a
removable EPROM program, so users
will always be able to have the latest

The Fidelity Eliteisn’tcheap but:” orr itsweightingoldforBlitzchess

‘experimental’ program.

For anyone under county strength
who is keen on Blitz chess, the Elite AS
(Budapest) is worth its weight in gold.
Games are decided on time as well as
on over the board play. The program
has a very sure grasp of positional and
tactical play and its blunders are asrare
as they are surprising; but when they
come, the blunders look as grotesque

as any oversight made by a player. In’

complex mid-game positions, playing
almost instantly under Blitz conditions
it repeatedly found interesting attack-
ing moves. In defence, it was resource-
ful. See the Blitz games {1 and 2) for
evidence of its style in attack and
defence. :

My major criticism is that despite the
pseudo sophistication of a voice chip,
which computer speaks its way right
through the game —even at Blitzchess
— Fidelity is still sticking with a
ludicrously complicated method of
communication between user and pro-
CEessor.

Firstly, there are twelve little pins
which form a sort of keyboard. You
haveto press the extremeleft-hand pin,

labelled ‘game control’, pick up and put
down Black’s Queen, which lights the
LCD at d8, then pressthe pin marked ‘cl’
for ‘clear’. This clears out the memory
andsetsallthevaluestozeroreadyfora
new game. It has to be done each time
you want to play a new game. To get to
Blitzmodethereis anotherrigmarole to
be gone through. Pressing the ‘lv’ pin,
('level’) gets you into ‘level-setting
mode’; picking up the pawn on b2 and
replacing it lights the LCD on’ that
square and causes ‘HO:05' to come up
on the LCD display screen. This is your

" Blitz clock time.

Itis adjusted by repeated pressings of
the ‘Iv’ key to add minutes to the time,
the ‘tb’ (‘take-back’}) key to add 10
minute chunks and the “st’ (time con-
trol/position score‘level setting’} pin to
add oneto nine hours to the clock. After
all this, you are still not finished. There
still remains the specifying of the
computer’s clock time, which is inde-

_pendently set. Picking up the pawn on

b2 and replacing it once more changes
the display to CO:00 and the pin
pushing has to begin again to set this
clock.
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