BRI U OO O R D R R 3 AR S 5-5

EHIC HALLSWOHTH

FLAT !, DOL HENDHE

FFORDD DYFED

TYMYN, GWYNEDD L136 OST

. SEPTEMBER 1985

B T S N T 2 e s s T e s e s e s e s L e L e s e s sy g
CHESS COMPUTERS - NEWS SMEET )

Dear friends,

1 am sending this NEWS SHEET to all SUPPLIERS, RETAILEWS and PERSONAL CONTACTS with whom I have
been in touch in one wey or ancther concerning CHESS COMPUTERS sold or owned by them: All of the
Information which I have received from you has been very much appreciated end proved most helpful; and
1 hope that one of the ouicomes aof this NEWS SHEET will be continuing incoming supplies of Information
to keep future NEWS SHEETS properly up-to-date. Also, if you know of any other owners who may be
interested either to read this or supply information/statistics, then I will gladly send copies of this
firat set of News Sheets on receipt of sddress and stamp for postage.

Let we right st the cutset affirm my neutrality in these matters! I have ho commercisl intereste
et 8ll and my purpose in writing to you end issuing this NEWS SHEET ig simply due to & desire to abtain
and relesse accurate Informetion shout CHESS COMPUTERS end their ABILITIES/MATINGS. This seems to be
done carefully in the U.S.A and perts of Europe and I believe sn independent NES SHEEY will appesl to
®3ny owners end would-be owners in Britain ea well. 1 am particulerly keen to obtain Kesults and
Information from owners concerning the performances of the Machines as purchased!

As well bs sending the NEWS SHEET to my current corresponders I em also propsing to send seme to
CHESS end BHRITISH CHESS MAGAZINE to wmeke an 'mppeal' through them for wonera elsewhere to also send me
any results/scores which they have. In addition I am in touch with the Europesn Branch of the
INTEMNATIONAL CHESS COMPUTEN ASSOCIATION and believe that the total of incoming information should ensble
8 Reliable and up-to-date FLD KATING System for Chess Computers to be maintained end sent out to those
interegted.

In putting results obtained into my Sharp HOME COMPUTER I have decided that it is not possible to
act B8a judge and jury aver the velidity of results I am given - 1 will trust my correspondents! 1 am
slready advised from some sources of the obvious dangers in this but, nevertheless, I am going to vely
on my correspondenta to supply me with asccurate results and to give me the fullest informatiom possible
concerning exact Machines, Models, running speed etc. - in turn I propse to issue a NEWS SHEFT with
little or nc personsl comment or opinion but rather publication of the scores and one or twa positions
for owners to try out on their own machines and, Finally, s Neting VTable bssed on the ELD SYSTEM for
the COMPUTEHS for which I have (adequate) results. However what 1 am doing is epplying STANDARD DEVIATION
techniques to all the resulis sent to me and my Home Computer is progremmed to provide me with Reliability
Figures as well as take ADJUSTMENT ACTION wherever Standard Deviation is exceeded and especially when
the 5/0 limits show 2 or more Machines outside their usual limits! Should it become clesr that & -
large number of resulta from sny one seurce, private or commercial, is continually exceeding the S/D
limits then I will contsct them privately to check sccurscy. There will be ND mud-slinging within these
pages at all. IF a Machine (owned or sold.by you) has & result which seems low in your opinion then it
will be only because the Hesults which 1 have computed at that time have caused it. I shall at no time
weke any edjustments due to persnnal opinion but sll Retings will be trested in an equsl way by the
Computer Algorithm with Stendard Devistion and Exponentisl Averaging end Validity checks. If you feel
unhappy sbout e Machine, cend me same Results and Gemes showing whet it can do! Let me give arv example
of what can happen:- suppase that the first three Hesults coming in for @ Machine:show 1950, 1960 and
2050 as ite Performances. It APPEARS that the 2050 is ‘high' and Exponential down-greding will reduce it
a little. However should the next two Hesults for this seme Machine show, aasy, 2085 and 2070, then
it would now eppear that the 2050 was okay. If anything the 1950 and 1960 figures will be slightly
up-graded! Of course all this ia sesuming that all the high figures don’t come from the seme source of
informstion necessitating other sdjustments.



Well, that is an outline of the procedutsl system - the MONE information sent, the more accurate
everything will become - and thet is up to you! If you send in Games Scares or Game positions at any time
then these are always eppreciated and I will try to share some of them as well through these pages.

But the time haa come at this moment to give you some of the latest information and results - and this is
where the fun starts! I had just drafted the front page when the ICCA Eurcpesn Newsletter came with

a mass of most interesting cobservations and results. This includes the Hesult of a full Teat between
the ELEGANCE and SUPER CONSTELLATION Machines and Hesults from over BO (yes, EIGHTY plus) Gemes between
well known Chess Camputers. All of these will take some considersble time to analyse properly, but I

am including in this NEWS SHEET those which, at first run through the Sharp Computer Algorithms, sppear
ta be the most reliable compared with previous Results made known. There are pound to be some Adjustments
when a full Analysis haa been dane though it is true to say, as you will see, that many Ratings are now
based on aoc meny Cames that a major increase or decrease for such would be highly unlikely. Anyhow,

1 an going to show my revised Table for the top 25 or so based on the first run-through of the new
Information. Interestingly the Seedish Chess Computer Association, who are responsible for these 80+
Teat Matches of which MANY run into many individusl Cames as well, has Blso iasued its own 'Order of
Merit' Table based splely on these results. They have issued their Hatinga based on a figure for the
Novagq CGNSTELLATION 2 of 1700 vhich seems low by comparison with sll the other figures I both have and
have seen. Nevertheless the 'gap’ relationship between the verioue Machines is most helpful in
confirming my own findings. Their Drder of Merit is topped by (in the absence of ELITE C, MEPHISTO MM2
or BLITZ and CONCHESS 6) - ELEGANCE 1971, SUPER CONSTELLATION 1904, TUNBOSTAR 1888, CONCHESS 4 1870,
MEPHISTO EXCLUSIVE 1862; going down to CONSTELLATION 2 1700, MEPHISTD 3A MODULAR 1602, SENSORY 9 1592,
CHESS 2001 1545, SUPERSTAR 1542, MEPHISTO 2 153%. As I wrote in POPURH CHESS, we must be careful not

to over-rate our CAESS COMPUTERS, but these figures seem to be overdoing the caution in view of the USCF
Reting Awards given to some Mechinee and the good results which one or two HAVE obtained ageisnt human
opposition.

The Figures in the Table which I show are » little lower then those iesuved or claimed from some
querters, but they are certainly higher than ICCA's and I am satisfied that they represent a close
reflection of real abilities by comparison with we mortals.

Here, then, are some of the latest Results I have in, each showing the Machine and Model and Score
as given to me, and a Performence Rating for each Machine based on that Result.

From BRITISH Sources.

N/Super Constellation - F/Sensory 9/1.5 7-1 (2025-1689)

f/Sensory 12 - Mephisto 2A 1634-74 (1894-1711) F/Excellence - N/Super Const 21-10 (2131-1872)
F/Elegance - F/Sensory 9/1.5 11-2 (2002-1704) F/Excellence - N/Super Const 64-54 (2 mins per
F/Excellence - Conchess 6 34-24 (2074-1947) move. 2022-1980)
F/Excellence ~ N/Constellation 2 4-0 (2220-1614)

Mephisto Blitz - N/Super Const 64-3%4 (2109-1958) Mephisto Blitz - Mephisto MMZ 4-6 (2057-2158)
N/Super Const - N/Constelistion 2 B-3 (2002-1807)

Mephisto 3R Mod - N/Constelletion 2 5}-44 (1860-1710)

Mephisto 3A Mod - Mephisto 2 74-4% (1795-1650) Mephisto 3A Mod - N/Super Const 3-10 (1773-1965)
Super Enterprise - S/Turbastar 1-1 (1974-1945)

Stuttgart Tournament v. Mortals; competing Curputerlg_zesulta:-

F/Elite C 13 2075
Psion 8 8 1993
Conchess 4 [:] 1991
N/Super Const 6% 1918

Austrglian Tourncment with Mortels

§/%urbostar 4 /6 2005
N/Super Const 34/6 1937
F/Sensary 12 23/6 18681
ICCA Test

F/Elegance - N/Super Const 164-134 (2029-1941)



There are OVER 80 altogether; this initial Selection is of 3 or 4 For each of the mgjor Machines in the
Tests and where the Results is 50% or more within Standerd Deviation.

F/Elegance - S/Turbostar 64-54 (1996-1947)

fF/€legance - F/Sensory 12 5-2 (2032-1809)

f/Elegance - Mephisto Exclusive 5 53-3% (1995-1892)

N/Super Const - F/Elegance 11-9 (2021-1%949)
S/Turbostar - N/Super Const 10-9 (2010-1953)
Conchess 4 - N/Congtellstion 2 7~2 (2042-1768)
Conchess 4 ~ S/Turbostar 94-114 (1936-2028)
Meph Exclusive S - N/Const 3.6 7-5 (1948-1B40)
Conchess 2 - F/Prestige 33-3% (1917-1913)
F/Prestige ~ N/Const 2 78-41 (1944-1792)
F/Prestige - F/Sensory 12 14-11 (1909-1869)
F/Sensory 12 - N/Const 2 29-21 (1884-1797)
N/Const 3.6 - F/Sensory 12 31-28 (1881-1861)
N/Const 3.6 - Conchess 2 144-124 (1942-1851)
N/Const 2 - Meph 3A Modular 20-12 (1850-1720})
N/Const 2 - F/Sensory 98 B8-6 (1840-1763)

Meph 3A Modular - F/Sensory 9A 13%-10% (1775-1700)

Mephisto 3 - S/Superstar 2-2 (1740-1700)

N/Super Canst - Conchess 4 364-35¢ (1996-1983)
S/Turbostar - N/Constellation 3.6 é-4 (1961-1894)
Conchess 4 - F/Elegance 4-6 (1901-2070)

Meph Exclusive S ~ Conchess 2 1-1 (1913-1906)
Conchess 2 - F/Sensory 12 15-15 (1861-1913)
f/Prestige - GGM + Steinitz 104-34 (1907-1717)
F/Prestige - F/Sensory 98 8-4 (1916-1763)
F/Sensory 12 - GGM + Steinitz 204-8} (1872-1695)
N/Const 3.6 - N/Const 2 213-14} (1897-1803)
N/Const 3.6 - Meph 3A Modular 1946} (1950-1681)
N/Const 2 - Mephisto 3 144-9% (1783-1736)
F/Sensory 98 - Meph 3A Modular &4-4 (1750-1783)

Chess 2001 - GGM + Steinitz 8}-74 (1732-1709)

These Swedish Test figures were up-to-date at March 1985; Figures will be up-dated and re-submitted for

Sherp Computer Analysis as and when I receive them,

All of the above Figures have been included as part

of the RHeting Information to produce the following Table of Top Machines popularly available. The
number of Total Games included to calculate the Rating is also shown to give Headers an idea of the

Reliability of the figure.

Mephisto Blitz 2075
F/Elite C 2019
F/Excellence 2014
Conchess 6 2008
Conchess 3 1990
N/Super Constellation 1989
F/Eregar ~e 1961
S/Tuest ker 1974
F/Elite A 1935
F/Prestige 1917
Conchess 2 1912
Mephisto Exclusive S 1906
F/Elita B 1905
N/Constellation 3.6 1881
F/Sensory 12 1860
Colossus 2 1858
Psion (QL) 1850
White Knight 12 1848
f/Elite Cld 1825
N/Constellation 2 1819
F/S%nsory 98 1783
Conchess A= 1764
Mephisto 3A Modular 1750
Mephisto 2A 1741
White Knight 11 1743
S/Superstar 1740
Cheas 2001 1734
5/C.C Mark 6 1726
F /Sensory 9A 1725
GBM + steinitz 1707
Mephista 3 1700
Mephiato 2 1695
GGM + Morphy 1686
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25 NEW MACHINES from what i hear.

465 SUPER ENTERPRISE. Mnfetrs. claim 21005 other
718 Ketailer says 1900+. Few Kesults in so far,
203 1 am giving it a very tentative 1948 for nows

165 FIDELITY EXCELLENCE also has very errstic

izﬂ information. One Hetailer has it close to
300 2100; twe others have it at 1850+ and 1880.
122 A Purchaser estimates around 2040 snd the

37 fGames scores 1 have thus fer suggest around
450 2020, perhaps 8 little more. We shall see!
514 MEPHISTOQ BLITZ, an 'advence' on the

28 Princhess Prog. (from Conchess originally).
? Hae a genuine and outstanding result against
? Super Const. and looks to be sround 2060-
2: MEPHISTO #4112 is apparently even stronger; by
109 6~-4. Thus over 2100 and the same price as the
73 Blitz by Module addition to those with the
141 exisitng Mephista Modular gear.

160 Navag MONSTER - an upgrade and 5mhz version of
27 the Super Canstellation; approx 2050.

115 -
Fidelity ELITE 5mhz on the way? Na more

27 knoun. Alsa an EXCLUSIVE § from Mephisto.

398 . . . _

208 If information avzilable so far is correct, the
97 EMCELLENCE and SUPER ENTERPRISE sound good

391 value for money. Purchasers... please let

23 me know!!

NEXT TIME? MOHE RESIATS. up-date TABLE bplus



