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COMPUPER CHESS ——-e——— NEWS SHEET 4
Dear Friends, not in the end!

Greetings and bezst wishes for 1956.

As ny own typewriter/duplicator system 34 currently in for repair and
gervice needs, this News Sheet issue will be sHorter than the last one but will
have the addition of photo-copies of 4 game—scores from the MEPHISTO AMSTERDAM -
FIDELITY ELEGANCE + CB16 Match which I am running. .I have the ¥ephisto on loan
from Bureka for the purpose of these Matches, each a 20 Game series at 40/2bra.
With the agreement: of Bureka invitations have been sent to Fidelity, Contemporary
Chess Computers and Scicys for such Matches with one of their Machines and Scicys
are. sending me a TURBO STAR KASPAROV in the near future which will be very
interewting both for myself and News Sheet readers. CCC are busy with a Trade
Show and post-Christmas work this month but indicated the possibility of a Match
with a CONCHESS Hachine after that. In the meantime the Match with the Elegance
+ CB16 proceesds and I am also expecting a couple of N/S readers for '2-3 day
holidays" to bring thelr linchines for short Matches, probably at. something like 1
min. psr move.

KEW MACHINES

The world of COiZFUTER CHESS continues tc advance 211 the time despits
the few who think it can't, Not only is there no ¢comparison between the Machines
of the 1980's with their predecessors, but steady progress appears to continue with
&ll the main Menufacturers. MEPHISTO of course has the AMSTERDAM and MM2; SCICYS
iz adding & KASPAROV Openings Module to the TURBOSTAR plus new 16k. programes
called TURBO/t2mhz end EXPRESS/8mhz; CONCHESS are bringing out the PLYMATE running
at 4 and 6mhz with 2mhz to follow I think; FIDELITY has the new AVANT GARDE at Swhz
and 8mhz; end NOVAG the new EXPERT which I hear is selling wall and for which I have
complimentary comments from independent sources. All the Manufacturers are including
more and more functions in their Machines — these vary from Machine to Machine but
are all intended to help the Chess enthusiast enjoy his Computer more and improve his
Chess at the maximum rate. Many have a large Openings Book built-in which is
yarticularly valuable for study, especially when there are special functions o test
variations forwards (and backwards in somel) from any position without having to
go back to move 1 all the time. This point is especially worth looking out for when
buying if you're a purchaser wenting to do some Openings work. (Most Fidelity and
Scicys Machines need an extra Openings cartridge in them to bring them wp to scratch
hers, you cen check this before buying). All of the Machines mentioned gbove plus
NOVAG'S SUPER CONSTELLATION, FIDELITY'S ELITE, ELEGANCE and EXCELLENCE, the CONCHESS
4 end 6, MEPHISTO BLITZ and basic SCICYS TURBOSTAR have much better Endings play
ability than anything before and have gone well past the stage where they can be
scoffed at in this arsa. If the iruth be told, this is often the mortal's greatest
wealmess: and the latest Machines will eat you up in the End-game unless you know
sonething of what youfre deing. When will the improving end? I don't know, but it.
certainly hesn't stoppsd yet with the Hanufacturers making increases in the
computing speeds now as well as in the actual programmes. Brisf details for speed
conversions are in this letter later.

CORRBCITU: £

u NEWS SEEET -

The following 3 Mephisto Blitz scores were gained at Blitz Level and their

effects have been removed from the Ratings Tabte ~ v Elite C 231
and v. Turbostar 432 305%-9%. "8 317, v Super C 28-22



i i (] i1
JATEST SCURES (on—going llatches have the previously shown score in brackets)
Jalbanl obunrss L

MEPHISTO BLITZ * N,SUPLR CONST 12-8 (&»-67) 2070-1944. I had intended a fuller report
with statisticy ard positions of this interesting llatch as sent to me by Gerald

¥urphy but the Typewriter break-dovm meons next tine —— sorry.

F.EXCELLINCE ' SUPSR ENTERPRISS 5-35 (3-1) 1936-18354

XEPHISTO ili2 ' P.REICELLENCE 17-5 (13-4) 2151-1817

HEPHISTO iz ' SUPAR GHITIRPRISE 6.-135 (3-1) 2004-1787

N, Z(EERT T CCUCHE3S 8 1-1  2025--20%0

LEPR ALSTZRDAL ' W.SUZPHR CONST 17-9 (2wins per wove) 21132095

HEPH ANSTERDA. ' F.EXCILLENCE 145-1-- (2mias per move - I believe mos% of the Fidslity
range play proporiionally better a2t 3-3.mins per move, but not to overcome this!?) 225¢-
LEPE AUSTERIAN * ¥,5UPER COHST 15-24 1350-251¢ 12€4
NITPE ARSTERDAL ' I 2XPERT 1-0

MJECPTRT ' LWEPHISTO 32 2-0 2303-1761

LEPE ANSTERDA. * i, RLEGANCE + CB1E 5-2 2217-2040

The latter is the Match I za ruming, so lst me say a word about that '+ CB1g'.
This is a larze Openings Book add-or Cartridge increesing the Sernsory 9 and 12 range
by approx., 80Elo. Some feel that resuits against liachines indicete +100%lo is more
accurate - others feel +40/50 applies in-the better standard of play Elite and
Elegance models. JAs the CB16 not only holds the Elegance onto more accurate paths
for quite a few extra.poveg, but elso leaves it with more time available for its

rerpaining play, I believe it should certainly be +60Llo even in the better mode}g
guch as the above and, presumably, the Avant Garde., Thus I rate the ELEGANCE with

the Cartridge in (as for this Maitch) at 2045 (1985+60). With my much-loved Elegance
and itg CB16 I had ratner hoped the ALSTEZRDAL would find itself faced wvith a reel
handful, and thers kave been some tense momenta. The 2 Yachines play in very
different stylzs (the selective A/B stratesy is used in the Amsterdem — and it works!)
so the Kachine's don't anticipate each other's moves quite so often and the pley is
often very exciting. I have aeard it said thet Coz—puter v. Computer games can be
boring, but not with these two (even my wife has been showing an interest and risked
a2 geme with the Amsterdam using its Instruction Yoée! — you wont need to ask who won).
Howaver, in spife of the excitoment, I wusct adaii thet the 52 score for M 4—1:2} .
is a_fair reflection of the balance of play so Tar in the MA's favour. Indeed 2 Ji—z
Wn 0¥ the LA at 30secs per move vas & oit ore-sided). The photo-copied Games give
a good idea of the play and somre dramztic moments in 2 of the Games, Im one a fine
defensive find by the Elegance serves it well; in another the imsterdam is seen at its
destructive best.

Eureka sent me the EXCLUSIVE S version which is the middle of their Board
repge for the Amsterdam liodule ard suiied me fine 25 it is only 1" larzer than the
Elegance, Tits on the desk sids by side just nicely, and enables comparison in feel
and appearance. (Before other Lanufacturers say that I've never said mice things
about their boards let me add for reacers that Woveg, Conchess and Fidelity a1l have
Chess Computers availabie in fine wooden sets as well — e.g. my own Zlegance which hes
always pieased me very much, the FNovag Sxpert and Conchess's top two; Fidelity also
have the Zlite of course and the Lephisio bozrds can be fitted with ME2 as well as
the Amsterdam. T haven't seen the latest from Scicys 50 can't ccnment for them yet).
Vhen side by side the lLiephisto looks morz tham 1" bigger due to the playing surface
being 2%" larger and the pieces being boih larger and bvetter (and felted). My Chess
wnderstanding nas improved stzsadily turoush the different Lacrines I have ané have
bad, but I have never usad 2 llephisto tefore and must say that I really like the
Funetion/L.3D display which enabdle you to see into tiie Hachine's calculabiors and
opinidns as it searches for improvemeris for its move selections and up-dates them.
I have found my 'tozrd vision® improving quite z bit alreacdy throush studying the
Kephisto's forward thinldng as it contiruously rotates ils current expectations for
the next 3 moves with its curvent position evaiuation. Then it is your turn to move
both Machines ere able to display their currvent enalysis for the next &-ply.
Certainiy this latser furction ia on most/all) of the current Machines and these
facilities are of rezl value to anyors like me whose playing standard is below thel
of the Lachine he ig using. I skell coersainly be initeresied to see what 'extras' of
this sort are available on the otazer Hachinzs I fest but Hephisto gets full marks =nd
leaves me wondering 1 thay can think of anyihing else in this area.

Howeve a5 Tar a5 thia adbatl. < . .
Ty a@s rar as this latel: is concerned, the Games must say the rest novw.



There Will be & score up-date in the pnext News Sheet but there is also the likelihooa
that a 2nd. Maich may have started against the TURBOSTAR KASPAROV, |

SPEEDS

Following the realisation that I had not shown which speed version of the
F.AVANT GARDE was running ir the Cames v NMEPHISTO ANMSTERDAK in the last News Sheet,
end finding thet there ere Smhz and Suhz versions of same, I thought it might be
bhelpful to readers to show what effect it has on a Computer's Rating when a Machine
is made available at an increased speed. With 4 and Smhz models of the EXCELLENCE
available in the States and othcxr Fachires such as the CONCHESS programmes running
at 2, 4 and émhz, I hope you will find the Table useful

The calvulations are based on the writings of Ken Thomsor (Belle's
programmer) in PCY ... 6 x speed = 250K.0; 1.8 x speed = 75%lo, and Navid Levy
ir his Chess Computer Handbock ... 2 x speed = 100%lo.

From this the following Table has been built—up:—

_______ BASIC = = = = = e = = =

INCREASE 2mhz 3 3.6 4 5 & 8 10 12
2nhz - N
Smhz 51 - Sorry — I can't get
3.6mhy’ 82 25 - ny alignments as neat

. _ witn the borrowgd

4uhz 97 40 15 Typewriter. Hope you
Smhz 1288 71 46 32 - can understand and
6uhz 153 97 71 57 25 _ neke use of it.
8mhz 193 137 113 97 66 32 -
10mhz 225 168 143 128 97 T 32 -
12mhz 250 193 168 153 122 97 57 25 -~

—_—ee @w mm e e s em mm o e Er e o e B e e e e e

For example, wher wo find the F.AVANY GARDT yeferred to in the last N/S was
actually its slower (Smnz) version then, using the above Table we can estimate the
8mhz at. Smhz + 66Elo. Fidelity say the Avant Garde/8 with CB9 Openings in approx. is
2203 and, adding the 60Elo for Smhz and €0Elo for CBY you will see thet their
figure is not too much mors than mine.

Por another e.g. consider the CORCEESS/4 at 1990, From this the CONCEESS/6
would be 1990 + 57 = 2047. Actually, when my Ratings started the Conchess/4 was
lower than it is now, at 1960, and the many Results I have for it have increased its
Rating. However (hint) I have no Readers with a Conchess/6 sending me results and
thus very few scores for it so it has not changed much from its inmitisl figure. This
explains why tue 57 gap (that's where they started) is now down a2 30, T am
considering altering my Sharp Computer Programme so that: all ¥achines using the same
Programme but having different spoeds are adjusted when any other Machine in thet
group js affected. I haven't decided yet — verhaps use a 50% adjustment. Eg. suppose
that N.Const/2 goes up by 1.2 Rating points, then W.Const/3.6 goes up by 0.6
(incidentally these 2 have many results in for them and have always stayed consistently
close to the 82 gap that 3.6/2 should produce). That do readers think? I am coming
£o the conclusion that it is scmething I *should' do even tnhough it means going back
to the beginning!? Any cemments wowld be appreciated.

Fin%}ly, concerning speeds, there is more to it than the simplified Table
ebove d§penulng on the actual processor in operation for example, but the above (I
kope) gives a helpful guide for general situations.



Suggested RATING LIST, January 1986

Here is Game 15 from the YEPH BLITZ v
N.SUPER CONST Match. Hope you can read
it okay. Watch for Novag's 27th. move
offering a Rook whilst he pursues his
attack!

1 Mephisto Amgterdam 2209
2 P.Avant Garde/8 2114
3 Concheas Plymate/6. 2087
4 F.Avante Garde/S 2048
5 N.Const Expert 2032
6= Mephisto MM2 - 2030
Concheas Plymate/4 _ 2030
8 Conchess/6. 2025
9 Mephisto Blitz 2024
10 P.Elite C/4 2011
11. S,Turbostar Kasparov 2005
12 F.Excellence/5 2001
13 Conchess/4 1995
14 PF.Private Line/4 1953
15 X¥.Super Const 1991
16: P.Elegance/3.6 1985
17 S.Turbostar 432 1983
18 S.Turbostar 440 1972
19 F.Excellence/4 1970
20 PF.Excellence/3 1930
21 F.Prestige 1528
22 F.Rlite A 1922
23 Conchess/2 1915
24 F.Elite B 1905
25 Psion QL 1903
26 Mephistc Excl/12 1897
27= N.Const 3.6 1885
Sargon 3 1885
20 Colossus 4 1875
20= P.Sensory 12/3 1874
ARB Sargon 4 1874
32 (Colussug 2 1859
33 TWhite Knight 12 1848
34 Super Enterprise 1833
35 P.Rite 014 1830
36. W.Const/2 1819
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