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Two new dedicated chess
computers! The STAR
DIAMOND (left) from Novag,
and (below) the
auto-sensory GRANDMASTER
from Excalibur

W SUBSCRIBE NOW to get a REGULAR COPY of the LATEST
ISSUE and RATING LIST mailed to you as soon as if comes out!
W£20 (ger YEAR for 6 ISSUES by mail. FOREIGN addresses £25

For FOREIGN PAYMENTS please note that CHEQUES must be in
POUNDS STERLING, or (best for you) use your CREDIT CARD.
B PUBLICATION DATES: Early Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, late Nov.

WARTICLES, REVIEWS, GAMES sent in by Readers,
Distributors, Programmers "eic are more than welcome.

Editor: Eric Hallsworth

£3.75

NEW PRODUO’S NEWS, RESUI.TS
and COMMENT from the UK and
around the WORLD! - Somnabend
Pete Blandford, Frank Holt,
Harald Faber and others - PALM &
POCKET PC - Tiger!5 - Winboard & UCI

engines - plus Bill REID's clever
'Lels Frms wnh some (hessl'
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Novag STAR DIAMOND
The new (omi)uier on TEST in games
v Mephisto Milano Pro!

Beelz JUNIOR v KASPAROV
Anot er Iouk ul lhut umazlnu Gume S

How did SHREDDER get
shredded?! asks Bill Reid
And then he SHOWS US how!

2 mmmn&s&w

NOVAG and EXCALIBUR!

Visit the SELECTIVE SEARCH & COUNTRYWIDE web pages af:
dﬁ, > www.elhchess.demon.co.uk

Reviews, Photos, best EDSSIHE UK. Prices
for all computer chess products.
Order Form, credit card facilifies, efc.
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DEEP BLUE junior, the mfumous
controversy revisited
How good or bad wos it? and some

of its REAL games!

Latest “Selective Search” PC and
DEDICATED COMPUTER RATINGS

mFREE CATALOGUE.

w SELECTIVE SEARCH is produced by ERIC HALLSWORTH
CORRESPONDENCE and SUBSCRIPTIONS to Eric Hallsworth at The Red House, 46 High St.,
Wilburton, Cambs CB6 3RA. Or E-MAIL: eric@elhchess.demon.co.uk

= All COMPUTER CHESS PRODUCTS are available from COUNTRYWIDE COMPUTERS LTD, Victoria
House, 1 High Street, Wilburton, Cambs CB6 3RB. & 01353 740323 for INFO or to ORDER.

Readers can ring ERIC at COUNTRYWIDE, Mon-Fri, 10.30am-5pm




CHESS COMPUTERS and PC PROGRAMS... the BEST BUYS!

RATINGS for all these computers and szgrums are_on
pages 31-32. This is nof a complete Em udt listing - they
are what I consider fo be current BEST BUYS bearing in
mind Fprica, playing strength, features + quality.

urther in o{phutus can be seen in Countrywide's
CATALOGUE, available free if you ring or write fo the
address/phone no. on the front page.

Note the software prices! - some refailer prices
seem cheaper, but there's a post & putking charge af the
endL... our insured delivery p&p is FREE to SS folk.

Adaptors are £9 extra. Subscribers Offer: buy from
Coumrﬁwide and deduct 5%

prices s

_ edicated computer
own here.... mention 'SS’ when you order.

PORTABLE COMPLTER
Kasparov
BRAVO - new £49, Barra rogram!
COSMIC - new £69. Hand-held Touch chess!
Board displayed on screen, moves made b¥
stylus pen. plus clocks. evaluations, hints etc.
COSMOS £99 - great value, 4%2"x4%." plug-in
board, strong Morsch '2100' program. Mulfiple
levels + info display and coach system
Excalibur
TOUCH CHESS £489 - play on screen using
fouch pen. Includes carry pouch.
Kasparov
BARRACUDA £79 - The Morsch '2000' ro?_
displ This is areat value!
CENTURION £79 - Barracuda '2000" program in
slightly lar d value-for- bu
COUGAR £99! - the Cosmos 2100' pro%rarn +
features in 16"x11" board: good info displav.

Nova

vag
AGATE PLUS £72 - Opal Plus progam, good
hobby computer + Lgaggmg features

AN £129 - wi case! Excell
Mephisto
MILANO PRO £249 - Morsch at RISC slpeed,
n s and di
ATLANTA £349 - the fast hash-table version of
Mil Pr____f_ en areater stren 64 | i

T

Excalibur
GRANDMASTER £199! - big 2" squares, green

white vinvl -sensory surface. Looks great!
Menphisto

EXCLUSIVE all wood board, felted pieces
with MM® - Morsch's 2100 program £449
with - Milan ram

FRITZ 8 £39.95 - by Franz Morsch. Extra
chess knowledge for real top strength - a beauti-
ful pro%am! Superb Interface, ‘net connection,
terrific Graphics. Excellent in both analysis and
play, gameid;g?ram prlnhnF. Good hobby levels,
[ own anyh features.

DEEP FRITZ 7 (81) £75 - new program! for
single, dual & qlqad processors, g[wng GM
strength on multi-processor machines. The
program which drew 4-4 with Kramnik!
JUNIOR 8 £39.95 - 2 new versions - the
engine which drew with Kasparov, and a newer
stronger’ version, more suited to computer v
computer chess. Obvigusly potent, aggressive,

d wi he | h res!
HIARCS 8 £39 - by Mark Uniacke. Simpm

an

outstanding and running faster+stronger
ever! Superb features, ?grnﬁg Graphics
SHREDDER 7 £39.95 - Stefan Meyer-
Kahlen's latest version in both his own and the
latest ChessBase Interface. Feature-packed &
knowledge-based playing stylish chess. Deep
versnon?on the CD!) won the World Blitz
Championship rec_en;}*, and came 1= with Deep
ior r main title.
JUNIOR 7 £25 - 2 eft! - top Features in its
Che_quaIse Interface etc. Strong: dﬁcent

Wi
DEEP JUNIOR 7 £45 - 2 left! - the multi-
rocessar World Champion version of
TIGER15 £39.95 - by Christophe Theron.
Features, interface, 'net connection etc. and
ameplay, analysis, printing etc. all as Fritz8.
iger15is ve%tstrong and reliable in all aspects

r7!

of the game. Alternative Ilaymg style options

(aqaressive. suicide! gtg} ncluded.

ENDGAME TURBO CD's £39 - turn your
g

of Christophe Theron's Tiger program. includes

POWERBOOKS 2003 £39 - turn your Chess-
ChessBase faying engine into an endgame
set!
C PROGH
new oeglln book by Noomgns and Nalimov's 4

Base playing engine info an openings expert!
7.6 millioh opening positions + 53&.;5120 games!!
| alimo
_EFE L FROG ean
CHESS TIGER 15 £46. The Lokasoft version
ase .

' L]
CHESSBASE 8.0 for Windows £99 //
The most popular and complete Games
Database system, with the very best features.
2.3 million games, players encyclopedia, multi-
media presentations, search trees, statistics

superb printing facilifies and much more, incl. 3
recen se m i D!
HE for Win lv £4
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NEWS & RESULTS . keeping you righr

up-1o-dare in tThe COMPUTER CHESS world!

Welcome to, yes, another issue of Selective
Search!

I can already see that I made a strategical
error - or perhaps more accurately, lost the
exchange - a few months ago in issue 102,
when I discussed the difficulties and future of
the magazine, and warned that it would close
down if subscriber numbers dropped close to
or below 200.

That remains the position, but I hope
readers know me well enough to know that ]
wouldn't just stop the magazine on the spot at
that <200 subs. issue number and keep all of
your outstanding money!

Some folk must have thought I might, and
that they could be paying a sub. for issues
that would never happen, as the number of
lost subscribers since 102 has been very
disappointing, almost alarming.

What will happen is that, if the subscriber
number drops below 200 then I will produce
just 6 more issues thereafter. So folk offered
renewal with my ‘the end is nigh' issue would

pay the standard sub. and get the last 6 issues.
Renewals sent out with the next issue after

that would offer the last S issues for approx.
£17 UK/£20.50 elsewhere, and then the next
issue's renewal offers would go out for the
final 4 issues at approx. £13.50 UK/£16.50
elsewhere, etc. etc. So everyone will
definitely get what they've paid me for!

As it stands at present there will certainly
be at least 6 more issues.

Therefore, unless you've had enough of the
Magazine, please always re-subscribe!

If you share your magazine with someone
else, or know somebody who might be inter-
ested, can you perhaps persuade them to
subscribe themselves for a year?

Subscription numbers stood healthily at 270
when issue 100 went out, so there were no
alarms bells ringing at all. But by our last
issue (105) they had dropped to just 221,
most of the losses coming since I expressed
my concern over the workload and viagility..
Perhaps some folk faithfully stayed just to
see me through my 100th. issue, and lef!l after
that. Certainly I am aware that the amount of
information obtainable from the Internet is
having a serious impact on my readers
willingness to spend Selective Search

subscription money, just as it is with other,
much bigger and now struggling publications!

But as long as there's 200+ subscribers
we'll keep it going. Once we're <200 there
will be Iiust 6 more issues. The only thing that
might happen with the last 6 issues when
announced is that I might not worry about
sticking exactly to publication dates.

Enough! Even though we're heading into the
summertime's quieter chess period, there's
still plenty to catch up on. So we'd best get on
with it!

Sonnabend UCI Tournys

Since our last issue Gerhard has included
another new program, Delphi 4, in his two
major tournaments.

It didn't do particularly well, nor did it's
results chang;. the top placings as our clear

leaders, Ruffian and List, both scored well
against it in the Tournament 40/40 section.
Sonnabend 40/40 + G/30

Pos |Pro /180

] 109'4

2 107

3 95

4 9

5= 89%

7 84%

B 80v

9 79

10 713

Incidentally, in the last issue I apologised for
not having managed to find a source for
List5.04. %hows how easy it is to be a bit
thick!

As Frank Holt pointed out to me, it's avail-
able on ChessBase's own site at the bottom of
the list of downloadable engines! Installs as
easy as pie.

When we add the latest results to the Blitz
scores, List and Nimzo with 15-5 and 14-6
respectively outscored Ruffian's 13-7 against
Delfi, so the gap between the top two in the
Blitz section has become very close!
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Sonnabend Blitz, G/10+2

Pos |Pro /180
Iii! 101 109%
2 [Nimzo8 108%
3 list5.04 9
4 |Gromit 3.11.5 9414
5 |Yace 0.99.58 9]
6 [Crafty 18.15 8814
7 [Phoroon 2.62 ]
8 |Aristarch 4.4 19%
9 im =5 11
10 [Too5.4 ]

Frank HOLT's latest scores

Having just mentioned him it's obviously the
right time to bring you up-to-date with hard
working Frank's latest scores!

You'll not be surprised that, having found
List5 in the most obvious of places (where I'd
never thought to look!), Frank has started
testing it against some of the top commercial
programs.

s is the case with Ruffian, it is clear that
List is another free program right up there
with the best!

w List 5.04 - Fritz 7 2Y-3%
w List 5.04 - Junior 7 312-2V2
m List 5.04 - Shredder 6 2Y2-3Y2
m List5.04 - Gambit Tiger2 =~ 3%2-2%

As always the games were Played on Athlon
1800 equipment at Frank's differing time
controls: 2 games in each match at 40/1hr., 2
at 60/1hr., and 2 at 40/30mins.

Just before I got these scores 1 played List
5.04 against our latest Hiarcs version (8257).
The score went heavily in Hiarcs' favour
13-3, but my games were played at a faster
time control of G/10mins +3secs per move.

Frank feels that List needs longer time
controls, and a comparison of the Sonnabend
results seems to confirm this.

Frank also pointed out that List doesn't use
endgame tablebases at all - very strange! -
and would have scored 1 or maybe 2 extra
half-points with them in his matches!

Even so it's 12-12 total result above against
those particular 4 programs would put List
5.04 at 2639 Elo in the SelSearch Rating List.

This is a little higher than we have
estimated for Ruffian, whereas most of the

evidence points to Ruffian being stronger

than List. In a few moments we will look at
Ridderkerk's latest figures!

First here is the table from Frank's other
recent tournament, this time an all-play-all at
40/2hrs!

Frank Holt's ALL PLAY ALL 40/2
Pos | Prog /10
6%

b
St

O | e | G| D | —

Pete Blandford update

In our last issue Pete had a G/60 tourny with
the leaders being:

1. Fritz 8 15/24
2 Hiores 732 14%
3. Hiares 8 13

Since then he's added a couple of new
entrants, so his latest all-play-all 4 games
table now looks like this:

/32
19

That's very nearly the first 'ordinary’ result
we've had for the new Shredder7, which is
(narrowly) ahead of Fritz8 on both mine and
the Swedish Ply lists at this moment in time.

Mark Uniacke will be delighted to see
Hiarcs at the top... but very surprised to see
it's version 7 there rather than version 8! Ah.
well, these things happen sometimes!

Ridderkerk's UCI Ratings

Internet connected readers with a particular
interest in the UCI program ratings - there are
loads of them, with varying degrees of
ability! - can do a lot worse than visit the






