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Computer Chess
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The  intentian 1In publishing the “HENS SHEET” has alnays been to provide a
survey of the CHESS COMPUTER scewe, wIth special emphasis on  assessing and
comparing realistically the different PLAYING STRENGTHS of the aany machines. ]
do work professionally with COMPETENCE LTD (one of the longest established
Chess Computer retatlers) and enjoy freedow to maintaln personal opinjons and
preferences which I seet to share nith NS readers, final 6awes and Articles
selection for each Issue is also done gquite independently. The NEWS SHEET iz
stfll financed solely by mysel¥ with help from readsrs whose voluntary contr-
ibutions zre always welcone (please/) and occasional adverts., Articles or Games
sent in by readers f(or ethers imvolved in Chess Computing in zome way) nill
alnays receive consideration for publication. It is often the lack of such
naterial rather than any editorial bias which determires the final HS content/

——— A——a——— —— e = ———

Greetings zgain! Mamy thanks te those of vou who have written, sent Games or
Recultz or ket in touch any other wav. Especially thanks to those who've sent
donatiane o helo out with the NEWS BHEET Funds. I know some folk aren’t keen
on the system and want me ta make a pasitive statement about Price per Issue
etc - in just the came way there are folk who take advantage of me for doing it
in the way ! do. But gemerally cpeakinp it works out fairly well and T st1l)
Vike the friendliress that prevails with NS folk. Enough!
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¥ Latect Resuits {rom France, Germany, Sweden, USA of Computers vs Humans
REPDRTS and 8ANES an '
* Novags ad VSS
* Conchess PLYMATE
¥ Kephlsto's new MEGA 4
INTERVIEW with the Spracklens on Endgame Programmin
RATING CISTS, an EYTENDED List plus a vs HUHENE Lis
BAMES Sectlon, from Swedish and LUSA Tournaments
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Reader's ARTICLES

The YIRK UNIYERSITY Team hac sent me 2 Report on their Latest TOURNAMENT, for
which many thanke, Unless there's some unexpected last-minute space it's been
cqueezed-put this time, but never despair, Such efforte are always welcome and
1 can at least give ymu ail the fieselt 4! min per nover Tourn;l:- 1 Peion Atari
v2,0 6'%/7, 2=Neph Rebell and Psion Atari v2.1 4‘21 4 Novag Forte A 4, 5= Fid
Club B and Nov Super Const 3, 7 Adv Star Chess 12 and B Turbo Kagp- arov 1.
Obviously the Turba Kasparav cominn last was a shock (it won the 1987 Event!),
There vwere 2 Psion Atari’s entered ac a !paned Nov Super Forte went “poorly’.

A new MAIN-FRAME Star...DEEP THOUGHT./

NS Readerc are used to the names Belle, Cray Blitz and HiTech... al) leaders
over racent vears amongst the Main Frame machines, (Incidentally, lYast tine I
discussed main-frames 2 ccuple of NS R=aders wrote requesting info. on where
they could BUY them! Sorry, fclks, you can’t!). HiTech has reqularly sraduced




Results against hoth Computers and Humans close to the 2400 USCF figure and a
recent win in  the Penncylvania Champs inceeased its Ofticial Brade to 2405
LSCF,

Hore recently we have been hearing pf another Main Frame Programme being devel-
oped 2t the Carnegie-Mellon University, this time by Feng-hsiung Hsu, and a
Resu!t did reach us that this Programme (CHIPTEST) had actually beaten HiTech
hy 11-5 in a Match! The 'rumour’ was proved true when the Resu¥t of the North
fmerican Computer Champs was released:~ | Chiptest 4/4 (perf. grading 2584
useR!y, 2=¢ ag Biitz and Sun Phoenix 3, 4 Lachex 25 5= Cyrus 48K {(Sphinx),
Babe, Novag X, Belle, Wayconl and GNU Chess all 2.

How a further result has been sent we by Larry Kaufman showing the fesult of
tre latest version of CHIPTEST, now known officially as DEFP THOUGHT. 0.7 has
scored 4%/6 against 2% anents rated 2386 for & 2399 USCF Grade in the recent
Fredkin Masters. CHIPTEST was there as well, and got 4/4 for & 2496 Grade. |
gather neither orogramme has much of an Opening Book, but Larry is putting one
inte DEEP THOUGHT ir readiness for the U.S Dpen where it is going for an OF¢-
1cxal C.R.A Test and Grading., Larry writes, "In the process of preparing n;
Sook far D,T,, it (D.T) found several tactical errors in lines copied straigh

fro% E.C.g, They appear to be true oversights by the E.C.0 authors and wot

RIz=BrInis".

DECR  THOUGHT 15 basically a full-width, brute force Progremme, but uses a
search system called “Singular Extensien’. I am not fully sure what this Me3ANs
oot T do know that the Fidelity programmers have groduceé great improvements
betweer the Mach 2 and I bv forting the Programme to do deeper searches of
‘Active’ positions, Tn 3 sense thic ic ziming for a zimilar effect to a Select-
1ve Search system but, instead of the Programme Searching Selectively all the
time, the Programme is being tauoht how to recognise when the normal Search
sti1l leaves an 'Active’ position, i.e. one where there are Checks, Captures,
important Positienal gains, a passed Pawn that can progress ete. These specific
sositions are then searched until they become ‘fuiet’ enabling fullest accuracy
in the Evaluation of each "final’ position being looked at. I gather thaz
‘Singular Estension’ is even aore advanced than %his land may aot work an
Microz in the end), but that’s a general principal. However all progres

anongst  the Main Frames ig %und news as their developments usually traznsiate
themseives inton progress for the Micros in some way or another in the end.

Firzily, on the subsert of the U.& qun, I believe that NOUAG and SAITEK are
also en eringﬂ though not for Dfficial Gradings but with Evperimental machines.
I understand the tun Novao machines are espected to be running at 9MHz without
Turho-boosters; Saitek will have one unit at BMHz and the other Turbo-boosted.

How does your Comoutsr get on with this Problem?

Not ail af them will be able to do it - for example

ccne Computers are restricted in the depth of

searca ta which they will go, and this iz a MATE in
11

i.

Den't worey 14 vour Machire doesn’t have a Level
for Mate in 12 Simfly nut it on Infinite and leave
it toowor: it oot fproatself. As there are not so
zany move alternatives available, it may not take
8s long as you thiph!

Incidentally, it’'s WHITE to move and Mate in (2!
Pleace let me know the Yiaings for your Machine!



TOURNAMENT RESULTS v HUMANS

A valueble zeries ot games in Tournaments against Humans has recently taken
place - plus 1| result from Yast year which appears to have E%éﬁped through the
NEWS SHEET net but was spotted in the new Spanish CHESS COMP magazine.

MASTER TITLE obtainsd by a MICRD!

Undoubtably the most exciting of the Resuits concerne the FIDELITY MACH 111
which, in its Sept/Oct release commercial form, pbtained the MASTER TITLE in
the Worla Open at Philadelphia, July 1-4. Here were the Results:-

FIDELITY MACH T  48020. +27-11=10 against opponents 2(95. Rating 2325
FIDELITY MACH 3  48000. +24-15= 7 apainst apponents 2177.  Ratiag 2265
MEPHISTO MEGA 4 + TURBD. (25-23) against opponents 2194.  Rating 2209

Availability of the Fidelity 6B020 32 bit (prabably in wooden ELITE board) will
not be announced until 1989. However the Fidelity MACH I11 MASTER 48000 wil) be
available 5ept/Oct for around £449 in exactly the same hardware/sottware as in
the Worid Open. The ¢irst 2,500 will actually be boved with a United States
Chess Federation MASTERS CERT&FICH?E tor those, like me, who have no way of
getting their own'! On the hardwzre side the 48000 MACH {11 has a 16Kz oroc-
essor (instead of the current {2MHz) and the DRAM (Dynamic RAM) is actualég
reduced. 1 gather that improvesents in the DRAM processing methods enabl
ecual results to be obtzined with less DRAM which will be of particular value 1
expect in the 48020 version as DRAM is bath in short supply and rather expen-
give at the moment. One of the Games from the Tourny is included in the Games
Section.

Finally 1 hear that the existing MACH IT should be upgradeabte to the same
nrogramme in Feb/March, but will obvipusly ther run at 12 rather than 1&MHz so
be perhaps 30-40 Elo weaker,

The MEGA 4's arrival cosmercially is reported elsewbera and the version curr-
ently available runs at 4.9MHz. The units in the World Open had 1BWH2 Turbo-
boosters which prabably improve playing strength by areund 100 Elo.

Other Taurnament Rasults

In FRAKCE 1988 In FRANCE 1987 (previausly missed)
NOVAG SUPER FORTE &4/ 2054 FIDELITY MACH 284 73711 165
MEPHISTO MEGA 4 b 2009  HEPHISTO DALLAS 32 7 1840
LECMNARDD MAESTRO+TURBD 4 1964 NOVAG FORTE H Sty 1818
FIDELITY HaCH 2C P 1553 LEONARDO MAESTRO/A 5 1640
In SWEDEN Jul 1588 PORZ Aua 1988
MEFHISTA MMA+TURBG  +5-0=4 2122 FID MACH 3 320it 5 games 19560
MEPHISTO AOMA 32 +3-2=2 1979 MEPH ROMA 32 9 games 1805
MEPH1S70 MEGA 4 +3-252 1965  NOV SUPER EXPERT/L 8 %ames (792
NOVAG SUPER FORTE/&  +2-8=1 {718 LEONARDO GALILED ANALYST/B 9 games 1774
FID MACH 2 14 bit ¢ games 1700
MEWS SHEET Readers will recall from  CXG COPMANDER © ganes 1532
revigus [ssues that the Rata CXG SPHINY 9 games 1593

EVELS in Sweden (and France} and especially the Porz Opens are below ours,
whilst in the USA they are abave ours. This explains the apparent discrepancies
between the varioue Ratings wher yau compare one Countr uzgh another. There is
also an enormous discrepancy between the 2 results ot the Novag Super Farte
(2054 and 171R'Y. However where only 9 games in each Tourny are involved stat-
istics tell ue that there is a Standard Deviation of around 160 points for each
one, so such a fluctuating Result really is just possiote!



Conchess PILYMATE/S.SHH=z

Jt has to be admitted that there has been very little coverage of the CONCHESS
Machines 1n the NS and so | was glag of the chance to put that right at Jeast
partially when Andg Roland of EHNTEHPDRARY CRESS £OHPUTERS kindl{ lent ne a
PLYHATE/S. MKz Module, The main purpose was so that I cosld use that Computer
tor one of the Pergamon CHESS series “Beat the Hasters” in which 1 have been
providing the Computer Analvsis for them from a variety of Machines. (My reward
for 20+ hours work each Issue for them is na mention, no pam angd when their
Kevin 0'Connie)l quotes a Rating List in same he uses the § tDISH one... and
calle 1t the “erld Aothoritv". Thanke, friendel.

Anyway Andy Roland agreed for me to Leep the PLYMATE for a few wesks fo run
zome min1-Matches and the reward for Conchess 15 quite a good result and one or
two excitino games +or puklication,

The PLYMBIE 1= very fast indeed tactically, especially where there are Mzte
possibilities in the offing. It played reasonab z well positionally and act-
vally oot quite decent results against the Computers ‘known’ as positiunallt
good machines. It drew both Matches against the NOVAS SUPER EXPERT, 2-2 against
fhe SMHz on Nornal and 2-2 against the AMMz on VSS, Then it only went down in a
very interestino match bz 1*»2'% to the STRATOS which 1 would class as a pos-
1t1gnal Machine rather than a tactical. Then a loss by 1-3 to FIDELITY s BACH 2
pbut this, 1n fact, was more to do with the latter’s very strong endgame play
than anything else. Fidelity saved one "lost’ endgame and won a "drawn’ one.
The WACH 2°< other win Was part middle and part endgame, Finally the PLYMATE's
crowning olory was a very good win by 3-1 over MEGA 4 after losing the first
oame  with the White oreces. The averzll pertormance in my 20 games would qive
PLYMATE arcund 2 2040 ratirg which is quite 2 bit higher than its cwrent
fioure on my actual Rating List from everybody’'s else’s results,  Of course 20
games 15 ‘small sample’ sp it would be foolish to imply that mv result is nec-
gsar1lv a sore accurste one. Even ép, 1 will add that it generally perforned
better than I had expected and I enjoyed the lzan.

Contzmecrary Chees lang wthout reauin? the above!) has already agreed to lend
me  the oew CXG 6BOO0 SPHINX for a forthcoming "Beat the Hasters” (and comment
in the next HSY plus, later, maybe CX6 COMMANDER ta 4502 programme) and KASP-
HEOV CORDNA when if heromac available {a STRATOS upprade in wnod Board 1 hel-
zeve), But now, back to the PLYHATE and 1 or 2 games, all 1 min per move, First
3 really ex:elient WIng -

CONCHESS PLYKATE/S.5MH2 White, MEPH HEGA 4 Black.

1 08d5 2cdes T NeI Neg 4 %PS Pe? 5 e3 0-0 & N¢3 Nbd7 7 Bdl..

‘Lonchess 15 mow out of Book, #epa stavs In unti] seve 10 so gets a good
start] ,.dxch 8 Bxed 5 9 G0 cxdh {0 Ovad Nos 11 Bb3 Gxdd 12 Nedd b7
13 ed 8 14 NfI Bb4? 15 NxeS!.. fHel) found. Conchess gete the upEer hand
now!) ,,Bxcd 16 bxc3 Nwed (-0.74) {7 Be7 Rf6B? 1B Bxf7+ Khe 15 Radl BfS
20 pd Nwc3 21 guéS NxdY 22 Rwdl RcB? (iere Conchess had a bit of "lucl’
which helped to emphasise the point/ It had pypected this completely bad wove
and so inmediately played its next sove mith sate announcexent/ Quite a shock
to the system, In fact 272..hc 15 needed to stave off immediate defeatl, though
Conchess already haz 2 nicely won pasition anvway) 23 Ngbt!.. (Announcing
Rate 1 4. Obvrausfy PLYNATE/S.S finds this verv quickly, az doex WACH 2 and
SUPER FXPERT rormal’ MSE on VST would wiss it al v per wove... and HEGA 4
taker 208! Peculiarly the special Chesd Extension that can be zelected on the
HEGA 4 far finding such thinos {and whrch porsally seew: to work pretty mell if
there 1s a Hate about) causes KEGA 4 to take 40» to Yind this instead of 20/
Fusey old zaze/) ,,hxgé 24 RA3 Rel+ 25 ¥g2 and Hate in 2, 1-0.



fhe followipry sees a rlose struggle with STRATCS ¢inally coming cut on top
atter some really nice play in the midd)egame.

CONCHESS PLYMATE/S.5 White, STRATOS Black.

{ g4 £5 2 Ne2! R#6 3 Ne3 Nk (Both how ¢o out of Book) & dd cxd (And now
both come straight back in/) § Nxdd e4 b NbS Bb4 7 a3 Bucd+ 8 twcI 85

(Back out again nith Black frnbabfy aqual. He nakes no further impression Ik
a veenly contested garwe until around move I0) 9 Bg3 d4 10 Bxfbd Gxfs 11 Ne2
S 12 c3 0-0 13 cxd exd 14 Ng3 Bes 15 BbS as 14 8ucé bxed 17 Qcl..

(Looks wrong, but seens to wort out o.b) ..Bd7 (8 0-0 RabB 19 b4! Ré¢dR 20
0cS Rb4 21 0a7 ¢S 22 Récl cah 23 axh Reb4 24 Rxab GF4 25 Réal hé 26 QaS
Rdb8 27 Qc? Oxc7 28 Rue? Rbi+ 29 Rcl Rb2 30 Rdl REb4 3If RaB Kh] 32 Ra7
Bad! 33 Ré1? d3 (After staving around +0.20 for wost of the gase, Stratsz now
shows itself at +0.75) 33 NES 02 35 Ne3 fxed 35 hd4? b 37 qd7 Rxed (+1.72,
Under some pressure, Conchesz has nut Eiayed the last moves mell) 38 fxed di=0
39 Redl Bxdi 40 g3 hxg A4l hxg fxg 42 Rd7 Bgd 43 Rdb Re2 44 Rd3 K?b 43 Kfi
Kt7?  4& fic B3 47 Rb3 Ked Rc3 g4 49 Rcé+? Bxcé 30 Kxe2 g3 91 K¢l Bf3
52 Kof Kd5 53 Kf1 Xed 54 Kgi Kxed 35 Kfi g2¢ 56 Kol Bed 37 KhZ K§2. 0-1.

The pames vs NOVAD were played with SMHz on Normal and 6Mdz on Y58, =nd  both
2-Z draws! Sp 2 Novag win from the first match and 2 Conchess from the 2na.

HOV SUPER EXPERT/5 Norw White, CONCHESS PLYKATE/S.5 Black

{ e4 N¥6 2O NdS 3 o8 ds 4 cd., (Puls Conchesr out of 8sok)  ,.Nbs 5 ¢4
dxe & fxe c5 7 d3,, (Also cut of Book now) .,e6 8 Nc3 Dh4+ 3 g3 @dA 10
Ge2 Bd7 11 Nf3 Qo4 12 Bf4.. (Fairly ever so far, but WSE just be?innih to
get an advantage) ,.exd 13 cxd Nad 14 Nb3! Nab (Hhite had expected Kdd. You
wort find any recormendations in booke on Pozitinmal play concerning having
path Knighte out there an the s-filz) 15 Ndb+ Bxds f& exds+ K¢8 17 @e7¢ Kgh
18 NeJ Q¢S (Black's noves have been Yorced and Novag is well on top) 19 Bd
Dr6 20 Brfd gxib 21 Nud7 Nb4 22 Nxfb Kg7 23 NhS+ KoB 24 0-0-0 &xa? 25 Xbt
N2cT+ 26 bucd Need 77 Kb2 Nxdd 28 Redi c4 29 Bxcd ¢6 30 Ref bs 31 Nufée
K¢7 32 Re7+ Kxfé I3 BeD K§5 34 BuhB Rxh8 35 d7 RdB 35 BbI Kg5 37 ReB Rwd?7
38 Bxd7 K¢& 3% 86 and {-0.

PLYNATE/S.5 White, WOV SUPER EXPERY/4 V8§ W©lack.

1ed ¢S 2cINES TeSNGS 4 d4d cxd 5cxd db 6 Bed.. (Plymate frrst ot
>F Beal agatn, bui once more Tinding carrsct Book poves under its s thinking)
,.Nb&é 7 Bb3 Bd7 8 Bxd7+ NBxd7 (Hom alse out of Bpok, 8 Ge? had been
expected) 9 NE3 827 10 exd exd 14 0-0 NdS 12 Bd2 Be7 IT Bb3 N7f6 14 GhSe
Qd? 15 Oxd7 Nxd7 1& Rel 0-0 17 Nc3 N7ba 18 g3 RfeB 19 Nb3 ab 20 Nc3 Bi8
20 Nxdd NxdS 22 ad Rac 23 RxeB RxeB 24 Rel HeB (] am pretty sure Hovaﬁ Nas
just winning at thir =stage, though Canchess was prabably earning a ', pt, Rut
NSE ?erha £ tries too hard to zreate a result and kis opponent deals mifh Hix
Tirnly! Rcl Rxel 26 Bxel gb 27 K%Q Kg7 28 Nd2 €5 29 K$J 0S5 30 Ke2 Kté
30 a5 Bg7 32 Ncd Keb 33 Bng Bxdd 34 b3 B 3I0 €3 Nb4 36 g4 dS 37 Nel fxg
38 ix% €6 39 Nc2 Bgl? 40 fid MeaS 41 b4 Ncd4 42 K43 d4 43 Ked Nd&+ 44 Kd3
KeS A5 Net Kd3 44 N€3 Bf2 47 BfH NbS 4B hS hé 49 Bg7 Bel S0 ¢S! hyg 51
hd Ndb6 32 Ned! Ne8 353 h] Nxg7 354 hi=Q Ned 35 Ngb Nf4+ 356 Mxfd gxfd 57 f4
b6 38 @xbs Ked 39 QcSt Kéa 80 Ked Kot 61 Q45 Kg7 &2 KeS dI 63 Bfés..
(H1th Hate annpercexent) | XgB &4 Qgbv etc, 1-0.

It will he interesting %o see how CONCHESS cames out 1n ChESS” “Beat the Mast-
ers’ .. (Sept. [s=uel. Go far MACH 2, rM5 and SUPER EXPERT have done pretty
well, GTRATOS not gulte so popd.  The CONCHESS chould be ukag khen MEGA 4 1in
the Oct. Tgeue followed by CXG SPHINY, MACH X and SUFER EYP ﬁ]_uith V85 (not
necessaril. that order... depends on theirs and others availability).



NOVAG's and the V5SS factor/

Since fthe 2nd. Verzion of the SUPER EXPERT/FORTE Programme became available a
few weeks after the original launch, there has been considerable interest in
the fact that the Computers can be uzsed in 2 different modes/ OF what value
iz this? And i5 one hetter than the other?

For those ot "in the know' the later Verzions all have s V35S {Very Selective
Seerch) mode accessible via "Set Level” and 'Sguare 64°. The Mormal Search is
hasically a Full Width Method, dut VES causes the Prooramme to wirtually ignore
tonlish wnitial moves after the firzt Plv's work 1c oone. This is gquite sim~
tlar {9 the Meohicta Rebell/MM4/Mepe 4 Tapered Search cvstem, and enabkles the
work through each Pty to be done ouicker often resulting 1n an extra Ply tein
searched. 1 nearly said an extra complete Fly, bLut of course that 15 s
Jrat 1t isn’t! ac the Computer 's “foolish’ maves are npot dane. A ‘foolish’
nove would be one that ciearly lasec material for example. Hewsver hore is the
rip - & nove that looks fanlien at fsb or 2nd Ply 1 occasfonally an outright
winner... a temporary cacrifice that leads Yo massive material gain or even a
Chezrmate. 53, pocasianally, VG5 misces the best, attacking move' On the other
a=ndy 1t sav Ee tha Opuonent «ho has a winning move or sacrifice available
on his next rove, The {fart that YS5 qets bhrough am extrs Ply’s work on many
bocazions  therefors means that V5SS someYiges finds 3 defence tn stop an  (Opo-
onedl s coportuns by whach Noraal mode wowlon't got to! Sg which «c betrer?

Dre :magines thz: NOVAG themsslves, o their top progremmer Dave Kittinger,
must at First have believed that V58 was No, | as it was entered in the 'Lng
Anceies Tournament 1ast December using VSS. Haowever after getting only just
over 2000 USCF from 2ts first 30 games it was recuested that Normal Meode be
used inctead, The USCF agreed to this and NDVAS re-started the Grading Test
from the becinning, making up the lest pames by entering a =econd Tournament
curing the Mew Year, The Normal Mode resulted in the Dificial USCF Grading of
2168, a vary marked 1mprovement. So the resulting assuastion i< that Norsal
Mode 1= much better, and ! confess that that was mv early conclusion,

However NEWS SHEET Reader Charles Palmer hac soupht to convince me on more than
one orrasion that VBS actually has the edge — mainly based on his Testings
againet the Meshistp Roma 32 bit where his originzl SHHz was net lesing by so
manv and hiz later sMrz actually leads by 5-3 at latest news. He also sent me 3
couple ot the gzmes plaved and I derided to do a little USS Tecting myself.

Cerzainly 1t is the use of Normal Mode that
sees the MNovag's at their most aggressive
tand excitirg®, But I now have no  doubt
that VSS imocvoves defensive aualities, puts
a sl1aht erohasis pon its positional play ~and
orly aoccastonally reaulfs in a de-merit for
M zEing 2 necessary atiacking miove,

Hers iz 30 examole of the beaefit of USS:-

the paint \n the diagrammed pasition i1s that

fokxcd allows ReB+ which draws because 2
duc=0 results in Stalemate. On the nther hand
{ Eh7 wins, On Norez! Made Novae shows 1 KxeS
tor 4¢ 192 and only then changes to 1 HMed.
But VSE by getiin thruuih the Plies quicker
pnly shows ! KwcS +or 2m 35 and then chanaes
to | Kb end olays 2 Rh7 on ifc nest after
- Ral, A V&S win instaad 2f 2 Normal draw!




And here iS an example of the penpfit of Wormai':-
NOVAG SUPER EXPERT/S (Norm) uWhite, MEPH MEGA 4 Black. ! min per amave.

1d4dS 2N#3 @b 3 ¢4 Nf& 4 Nc3 Be? S BgS 0-0 & e3 Nbd7 7 Rel c& B Bd3
dxc 9 Bucd No5 10 Bwel @xe? 11 Ned.. (Hega now leavec ite Book) ..bh 12
0-0 Bb7 13 Ng3 €5 (N3E's Book had expected 13,.c5. How Novag exits Beek as
welf. Both Hachines evaluate at sirtually dead eaval) §4 BH3I €5 15 Nx¢S!!..
(This i< the Wormal moade wiwner? 1t s only chosen at the very lazt moment,
but st 15 3 ‘winsning’ sacrifice. Of course thera g still plenty of wmork to do
te et the paint, but this puts Nevag nicely on the wev. Unty! it'e Jazt recond
decision, Novae had indicated IS drr #0.13 which tr what VEI played with the
contineation 15, Mec5 16 Hed Rad® 17 def Kxd3 18 axbd Nb4 13 RcT Bag 20
NeZ? Bb5. Although both Hachines evalual: Heea zhead here, it was firally dramn
at rove 81/ But not on Normal node..) ,.ext5 (Apparen?fy pissing the kev Yor,
though expacting 16 dxc, Heoa evaluates ftself ¢[.39) L& dxc Nxcd 17 Bxd>?
KhB 1B Bxb7 Oxb7 (-0.75} {9 Na% Be7 20 GhS ha 21 NEJ NA3 22 Mh4 BE7 23
Qw47 Rx47 24 Rb1? RdB 25 Rédi Kh? 26 K€Y gb 27 NéJ R#d7 28 Ke2 Kb 29
Rud7 Rxd7 30 a3 Nd3 31 Ne§ Ra7 32 Ncé Rc7 13 Rdi Rwcd T4 Rwdd Kg7 35 Kd3
Kie 35 Ro7 ab 37 bd Kg3 3B ¢4 Keb 39 RdB 03 49 g3 b3? (] was beai&nfug ro
think Hega had done enaugh to escape with a 7, till 1t ﬁga ed this) 31 ed fxe+
42 Kned RcA+ 43 Rd4 Rxdd 44 Kudd gxf 43 g4!7 43 46 KelJ 12 47 Xxf2 Ked! 4B
Ki3 Ked 49 hd Ked 50 KeJ Kd3 51 Kf4 Keb 52 g5 hwg+ S3 Kxg3 K7 54 Khé..
(¥hat happens around here? I think 1 - or one of the Cemputers - missed
s0sething/ NSE shows +5,04 with this sove: Heece repliss showing -5.79, Yot by
pove 57 they're bath back at around # or - [.50) , . K¢8 55 Kh? K§7 5S4 hS Kf&
37 Khd K87 58 Kg5 Kg7 39 ho+!? Kh7 60 ¥hS KhB &1 Kga KgB 62 h7+ and 1-0.

A 1ang gane oerhace to ceacnstrate just a s:ngle meve Deing changed: but Chess
games are aften =0. Anyway this tize NMormal | UGS ! And 1%, parh, To be hon-
est 1 dop't think there’s very much Hetuesn thew either way - do other M5
Headers have nginions? 1 weuld certzinly think that WSS 15 hetter than the 2000
USCF it was gevting in the L8 Tournamert. but the recernt ooor re=ult on Normal
moce htained in tie Gwedich Tpurnements adds more canfusion to the icsue,

Firally ene of Charles Palmer 's mames on YSE.
NOVAG SURER FORTE/6 VSS White, REPH ROMA 32 bit Black, ! min per move.

[ a4 d5 2 c4d Nca 3 Nyc3 dvc 4 NFS Né& 5 ed Bgd 6 Be3 Bxfd 7 ogxf3 e5 8
85 Ne7 9 Dad+ cé& 10 Bxcd a6 (1 db NcB §2 Bxf7+.. (AL} in Novag's Book so
Tar . ducludine this! But from mow on it is on I3 own, in V&S) ..éxf? 13 Qb3+
Kg4? (HK first reaction on sesing this eame as te give all the credit to the
dpeniuc Mook, Komever on furiner reflgction ! Yeel that 13,.Xe@ would actually
have left Nevag with only a fairly nominal sdvantage fr reality, 5o it's
crobably 2 partial credit te the Onenino Beok, a partial dedit to Roma and, not
lezst, a credit to VES.,. though Hormal Hode procesds just the zame In tru(h)
14 Rgl+ KRS (H#hat an amful place to have one’s Xing after onlv I4 noves! (S
Qf7+ gb 16 RES., (Pleaze note that 1t tukes VS8 dr E9¢ o ool to thiz when
prezented mitd *hs pozition “from sirateh’, Up #ill then 1% has 14 RgS which
probably sti1] wins, but wothing like so convinciraly, lv the gape as played
the Roma had taken rowe ¢ine oy daciding aboul the sxpected 13..96 andfﬁavag,
heving al-zady started its 7th Pjy, decided 0 go through that Piv resulting ir
¥ f:ndfng this minner. Hoxever Mormal Mode actwally came up with 18 Qeé in
orly Ix and TRAT proves to be Mate iw §/) ,,Mephisto resigned, 1-0.

Finaliy, tn fairness to the Roma it should be said that this 5-3 score ic ihe
orly Match cecare civen to me thus far between these twn which has the  Navag
winming, Mest others have foma in f#ont, e.a4. Gerald Murahy hac Nov  Super
Furie/3h: ang nie grore ig 27 Yy-Al for Maghizto (Nevag on Normal!,



ENDGAMES and the FIDELITY 48000

John  Royereft of  °THE CHESS ENDGAME CIRCLE” (which ha2s an excellent period-
iral for oplavers who are keen on the Endgame... write to John at 17 New Way
Road, London NW9 &PL for details) has cccasionally included Chess Computer
sters  chawing at ope time their failings in thic area, but now giving some of
*hem a nuch better 'press’. Having found that the Fidelity 48000 was able to do
the Rook 4 Paun 'bridge-bujldinf‘ technique they cnntac(ed Fidelity's progr-
zamers and then published the following Article in their May {988 Issue.

£ 33 noted that Yathe Soracilen’s replies are dated around the time when the
MACH 2 was s3til) in (ts & ver<ice; the B programme came out very chortly after-
wards and Y& generaliy regarded to be considerably stronger in the Endgane than
the & had been, a0 1t 12 gnod ta ceo thesry and practice in agreenant! The
water € and O+ versians af+ected the Opening Book, Middlegame and DRAY usage
rather than the Endoame.

EXCEL 48000 AND THE ENDGAME

kathe Soracklen, who with huchend Dan 4o the renowned orogrammers {rom  San
biege, Csltfornia, reosponds below to EG's guestions concerning the endgame
cagahility of  the commerrially availahle EYCEL 4000 (MACH 2 versien! chess-
plaving machine.

B. EXCEL will cherimate the lone = with Ry, with 5B and with BN, even at it
facteet Slaving speed. Are thece three di=tinct check-mating zlgorithms? 1
‘yes', is this proliferation tnevitzhie in your opinion? I ‘no’, how much d
tha algoirathme have in common?

<
¢
I
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A, These checheates are Yor the most part acconplished using the noreal end-
gare ‘mop-up’ techmigues of restricting the eneny King to the edge and bringing
the attacking King over to the defending King. The single exception is the pate
with the Bishop and XKnight. Ke accomplish this mate with a small amount of
able Jata (¢4 bytes) and the porma] search, As more and more complex endgames
are handled by the prograsee, proliferation of table data is, 1I»v ay opirion

ievitable, byt it should be possible, thraugh data compaction and fhraugﬁ
supplepenting  tablez wilh search, Yo keep the amourd of data down $0 a reas-

b

LS
8, k3% ether ispecific) endoames have been ‘algorithmed’?

L. Other endoeves which have hzd zpecial treatment are K+ Pvs K, R # Pys R,
and The RooF = F RIth ThE wrong FI1SROD.

(. EXTEL 42112 to gin sigmificantly deep pocitions in 8 vs R, 4-piece endgaue.

Why?
A, The actual eolubine of thiz endgame Is quile complex, beyond the progr-
awep’z naredl mop-up scthods, and we have net addrezsed it as a dosayn-specific

enqg-zaes,

Q. E2CEL can handle come specific R 4 P vs R posrtions well, though at its
VINGEr  responee times, For eraanle EYCEL cen corractly detend the Philidor
‘barriar” pusiticr and finds (or “knowmz’) the winning bridge-building mancuvre
attribured (wronalv) to Lucema, Can you izl us e ahoui this? Do you think
t?ia thi% is tagﬁamnuﬁt ko the nrograaming of damain-specific knowlege? And how
drffinuit 15 ite

A Hhen he worked wrth vz Boris Baczynskyi pointed owt our progratee’s Yajlure
tp correctly handle sepe of {he situatjons you describe In your guestion. He



dragrasmed several positions for us, pointing oyt &he soves the prograsee play-
ed In the situation, and the moves jt should have plaved.

Khen Danny Kopec norfed nith us aver the summer of [38f, we asked hiz about
these positions, Me was able to present a description of the knonledge our
prograzze lacked in terms that were specific, programsabie, and within the
linits of computational complexity of eur micro-processor, HKe coded up his
zuggestions and were delighted tc see that we now played the poves Boris  had
suggested for us, and e agso perforned correcéi: in several other tast posit-
iens nhich Danny Kopec had provided for us, These are definitely cases of
Jopain-specivic &nonledge, Darny Xopec wade it seen easy. You mould have to ask
hin how difficult it really i/

'skill’ chpun by EXCEL
3

O Thers seems to be a very unhanen contrast cetween the
oK+ ve K+ F. Would vou care

in K+ P ve K compared with @ lacs of shill in
ta Lomment?

. Over that szme summer of 198, the ather major aree in which Danny  Koper
asmasted us was in £ + P vs K. Again the Enomledge 1¢ demain-spacific,  He have
not vet addressed the question of K + PP ve ¥+ F,

0. What further olans have you, and shat =cope ic thers, foy eynanding EXCEL's
Brogare rEbertatre? fAre you open to sucoestyons?

X, The zcope is definitely therz, Cur ztudies in data compaction and our mprk
with Danny fKopec in domain-specific algerithes have shown us that lhere 3
trependous potential in programping specific endeames. The question s alloc~
ation of resources (r.e. our prograreing tive/), It used to he conzidered that
the endgame Nas the area ir most need of work: right now the feeling amomgst
prograzme raviewers is that our middlegame needs most attention, So currently
that 1s where our priority iz,

By the way, the Hash TYables really shine In the endgane, and same probless
N Cah woM selve are due to increased deptn alone.

n, San Diega, faliforniz. Moy 19871

GLEK WTDEINGON, Malherey fraen Honsa, Mulberry Gresn, Marlo
hes a HEPHISTD MN4 in EXCLUSIVE EOAﬁD for sale. Ofters to
arnend the £270  mark.

I Rave hoth the MEPKISTO HM4 in NODULAR BOARD and the MEPHISTD KEGA 4.

They are toop sipilar th be worth keening hoth as 1t turns out. Offers for the
MME around €239 or for the MEGA 4 arpund £219 nleaze, I onlv intend to =el!l
ONE of them, so it will be whichever goez ¢irst!

1 also have a 'nameless’ customer whrC wantsto se!l hic & month cld  NOVAG SUPER
EXPERT/5HHz, It has the later and NOT the ariginal programme and an offer
close ta £399 would be accepted. You will nead ta send your offer via me and
I will maks the arrangementes,

Conﬁetence has a NOVAG EXPERT/é& looking for a good home  (£299'ish), and
a NOVAQ SUPER CONSTELLATION, £119'ish, Faor these 'phone Coapetsnce,

Readgr- with Adverts... as long a5 it only takes Ior 4 linec Uf. s abigve,
just cend in the into with payment of £2 and tt will automztically et into the
ngxt NEWS SHEET
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The new HMEPHISTO HEGA 4

The MEGAR 4 ic a follow-on to the M4, but in the same press-senscry Doard as
used by the SUFER MONDIAL and MONDIAL DALLAS XL. This has enabled Mephiste to
keep the price dawn to around (250 where it obviously oprovides interesting
corcetition ¢tor other press-sencary Machines.

Extra FEATURES

Jt only takes a quick browse through the Instruction Book to see that there are
some useful added features compared to the W4 (which itself had some valuable
extras over the REBELL such as Scrolling Display and Countdown Levels), Incl-
uded in the extras are:- Dual Display sp there is always a little more Infa
avatlahle at any one time; Extra Levels being now B for Caswal Play and 8 for
Strict Tourny Play, 8 Blitz or Countdown Levels and B Handicap Levels (Count-
down, but you get more time than the Computer!); a nice system for showin
Alternative Opening Moves for Opening Book Study (but it's still a small Book
by cwrent <tandards, around 7,000 positions); special Check Search function
and scecial Full Width function, rather similar to the Novag Normal and VSS
idea. Perzonally I find this Machine definitely strongest on its standard sett-
ing but the Check Search function tan speed things UP if you're presented with
& position in which you alreadv know thet checks play a vital party ¢inally
there 15 2 Save Gane feature vhich will retain all the intormation concerning
the actual game in progrese ehile the Computer {5 switched off.

PLAYING STRENGTH

This has already proved to be a <lightly controvercial issue, but here goes'

‘Rumour ' had it (at least the rumours which veached me!) that the MEGAR 4 was
%Dinq to be around 75 "Elo’ strun%er than the ¥¥4. This rumour was amplitied hy
he ear!¥ Results coming from Sweden... but make note that no criticism of my
Swedish triends is intended at all by this statement. 1In fact Hegener ¥ Glaser
had sent a MEGA 4 to Sweden in advance of official )aunch so that they could
ot on with some testing, and early results confirmed that there actually was
sotething 1ike a 75 improvement.

By this time I had my own and my first 6 games {(oh the terrors of small sample)
converted what had been an MM4 defeat by 2%~3'; to the EXCELLENCE/S into a 5-1
win for the MEGA 4. Nine out of every ten moves were exactly the same, but the
accesional change always seemed to be a useful improvement. ! was impresced. HZ
next short Match had gone 3*2-2%; in favour of the MEGA alep, this time agains

NOY SUPER EXPERT/4. But then 2*-3'; defeats by STRATQS and MACH 2, and a 4-2
defeat by FORTE B and [ was heginnin to wonder what to make of everything. In
mzny of thece games the MEGA 4 and WM4 proved to make exactly the same moves.
Larry Kaufman had also written saying that he couldn’'t see much difference bet-
ween the machines at a)l.

Finally it had by now transeﬁred that the H & G pre-laurch in Sweder Ras in
tact = ‘spacial’ running at AMHz compared with the commercial version shich is
4,944z, As with myself the Swedish folk are onlv interested in testing machines
which 21l of ys can actually buy sa, credit to them, they retuwrned the Machine
expleining that they didn't want it... and ctarted testing al! over again with
the praper units. The result is that, after 97 games, they naw have MEGA 4 anly
19 'Ela‘ shove BM4, o figure whizh corresponds very closely to ay osn as Read-
ers will see fran the RATING LIST this Issue.

Keeping the MATTER in PERSPECTIVE

Beina critical of whzt has happened however should not detract from the basic




fact that MEGA 4 js3 a little better and it 15 at an attractive price. Also
the Manufacturers must think gretty highly of the NEGA 4 as they entered it
rather than a Richard Lang ROMA programme in the most recent Rating Test in the
Wor}d Open at Philadelphia. Granted it had an 18MHz Turbo-Booster, but presum-
ably H & G believe MEGA A+TURBO is stronger than ROMA 32 BIT'? {0r are they
keeping Richard’s latest in secret reserve for the HORLD MICRO CHAMPS in Spain
at the end of Septeaber?!?}. That MEBATURBD could be stronger is perfectly
feasible! The Swedish List has WH4+TURBO 30 pts above ROMA 32 and it also out-
scored the ROMA by over 100 pts vs Humans in the recent Swedish Tournaments. If
the MEGA is only 20 pts better, it still extends the gap. The only questiaon
nark thromn on this is the HEGA 4+¢TURRD's actual result in the Werld Open, It's
2209 is (obviausly) a very good effort in its own right (genuine MASTER stand-
ard) - but it has to be compared with the CDIIEFC?aI version of FIDELITY's
new Machine which obtained 2265 at that Event.

Larry Kaufman has the MEGA+TURBD and tells me that §t is running rin%g round
everything  at Active Chess (30 mins for the Bame} and, incidentally, MEGA+
TURBO got an Active Chess Brade of well aver 2300 from a Tourny also run durin

the Warld Open. Obviously the 4.9WHz commercial version would have to ae aroun

100 nts less, hut these are still good figures by any standard.

S0 there we have the plusses and minusses - {'ve tried to present them fairly
even 34 some might not think so. I remain with the feeling that we were just
caught ott’ a bit when the Machine was launched... gerhaps ﬁartly berauze of
our own desire to see useful impravement being made we believe 'cood news’
that uit more easily, almost to the point where we can make-it-up tn owr own
pirds, Nevertheless, in the end, 1ts CHEAPER, better FEATURED and a littls bit
ETRDN?ER so has to be a fair Buy. Which just leaves space for some MEGA 4
Checs!

HEPH MEGA 4 White, FID EXCELLENCE/Y Bleck.

{ d4d5 2 cd4 Ncb 3 Ned.. (Fidelity goes out of Book non - Hega stays 1o

Ex!} wope 9/ Credit to both wachines, (1) for a neat Book and (11} for finding
the r:zht woves! [.dxc 4e3 el 35 d5 Na5 & Qa4+ c& 7 b4 cxb ep 8 axb bé §
N¢3 &4 10 dxc! exf3? (Already a difficult position for Black, Perhags 10, .8d6
nas right, dbut Hhite’s 10th was surely 3 good find) {1 7+ Bd7 (2 BBS.. (And
#3.18 alrzady/} | ,QxbS I3 NxhS NéA 14 Nxdb Xe? 15 Rad fxg 14 Rgl Keé (7
Rdl Bd7 1B 0f4 Nxb3 19 Qcd.. (Announcrrg Mate in 4) . NOS 20 OxdS Kés 21
Ned+ Kga 22 Gg5 mate. 1-0.

NEPH MEGA 4 “hite, KASPARDV STRATDS Blach.

1 dd N¢6 24 c5 I d3b37 4 cxb ab S bxa gb (Hega now gaes out a¥ Book,
strates stays in ¢1]1 vove 9. However this s another exanple I think of
Strates haang 3 deep Bouk but not one which is always se helpful to its oun
fuwciesz) & pq Brab 7 Bxab Nxad 8 Ne3 Bg7 9 e3¢ HBB 10 N¢S §6 11 Bf4 Bhs
12 8d2 Nc7 (Strafos re% larly expects Hega to 0-0, but he is more interestad
¥ p??SSIhf on actively) 13 eb dxe 14 Bxc? Gxe7 15 deeb Raé 16 De2 @b77 17
0-0! Nhé 18 Rfdf N#5 19 Rd7 AcB 20 Radt,, Oihat an attack/) ,.0~0 21 g4
Nhé 22 Rxe? Nxg4 23 R1d7 BhB 24 Rxh7 ReB 25 Qc2 ¢5 26 NdS Rwed 27 Ned+
Rxe7 28 Rhxe7 Kf8 29 @cd NeS 30 Nxel Rf4 31 Rt7.. (Amncuncing Hate in 5.
There are other e.gs in this NS where HEGA 4 seems a little zlow to find a
tactical or cherb-aate solution, Yet this one tatec only 7 zecs i» actual play/
.. and that on Standard mede, not with the Check =xtension. 5o sowetimes me see
that it is reparkably fast as well/) . ¥eB 32 Rde7 Xd@ 33 Gd3.. and you can
wark the rest out yourselves. 1-0.

Two =tunning wins showing aff the MEGA 4 in highrpowered mood!

d
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GAMES SECTION

From  the SWEDISH TOURNAMENTS, with thants te Garan Grottling of FPLY Magaz-
1ne for permlssion to use ther.

First the cuickest Camputer win of the Tourny...
Biorn Knoppel White (BCF equiv 1281, MHeph MM4+Turbo Black

| edeb 2d305 I Nd2ZNct 4 g3 Nt6 5 Bg2 e5 & h3 Bab 7 Nof3 dwed B dred

BcS 9 0-0 Qd7 10 NgS 0-0-0 (1§ Nxed (web 12 ¢3 ROZ (incks dangervus, but [3

gnd leoks 1o hold eeerethine intact) {3 GcZ?? Ryal 14 b497.., (Gives ”ﬁ ruch
. 1ke

ter sgem. 50310 14 KhZ would einiaise the dasage to 'just’ a Paam doun.
Cafzin 1n his fazcinating noies Tor the Competence *Chess Computer News* of the
ftach 2’5 BOF Test against a Berkshire County Team coaments interestingly on

¢ven the stromger huwan player's frarity in playing incomsistently by turning

¢ e occasional weak move - that's what hey aliays used to sav adout
Copputers/ - and Yezr tendency to coliapsze very quickly once they realise
thev've made & eiztake and fallen behind. That temdency, to me, often seers to
be demonstrated in the desire to play an agoreszsive pove at a time when really
the most atubborn defense possible iz what 15 needed) . xH3 anncunting Mate
next of coursa!
MH4+Turbe  alsp claimed the hiohest eralp by the Combuters in besting Jiretoen
v2116 Seeden, BCF enouiv. 2093,

1
[

Hesk the Hephisto ROMA's ouickest win...
Anders Svensson White !'BLF equiv 1B3), Meph ROKA 12 bt GElack

I dd d5 2 #47,. (I'e nnt sure that the 1dez o7 geriing s Computer oul of

Cuch really weceszsitates this type of nove) ..Nfg INEIBES 4 o3 26 5 Nbd2
Be7 & NeS Nbd7 7 Ndf3 0-0 (Brack has develaped 4 pieces to 2,. and he's
Castled) 8 Be? NeeS 9 fxed Ned (Lovely outpost) 10 0-0 cS {1 cI ReB 12
Bd2 a6 i3 Rcl Qbs (The =ztart of an unnarranted crusacde by the Queen) 14 b3
Qa5 15 ad Qbs 14 Bel., (Allows Black to take advantage of the Panms mhich
have been moved during hiz Queen’s attace, Hith 16 ¢4 I think Hhite would have
been close to equality desprte the doubled Panns, Hpw bowever Black 15 willing
co undoudle h¥s Pauns for him., to win a Pawn/) ,,cvod! 17 exdd Bad (Either
the boar < Pawr pust fall. Ferhanz 17 cxdd Rucl 18 Gxel dxbY 19 Bai mas
etter? 1's not sure) 18 Ral Bb2 19 Ra2 Mxc3 20 Bxcd Bxe3 24 hd2..  (Agadn,
‘neediately arter minor Jozses, the human plaver fhrashes put, Watch aut for
the nusber of second rete soves pade orce ne’': Tallen behind) ,.Bed 22 Khi
Bxf3 Eg Rut3 Oudd 24 O¢1 Ob4 25 Rg3? Breb 26 Rgd4? Exb3 27 RdZ +5 and White
resigned.

And nere 15 the HEBA's top scalp..
Ingesar Larsson Wnite (BCF eguiv 1930, Meph HEGA 4 Black

1 c4eS 2ZNcINFE I NES Ned 4 e3 Bb4 5 Qc2 Bwe3 6 @vcI Qe 7 a3dd B
cxdS NedS 9 0c2 0-0 10 o3 Bg4 11 Be2 RadB 12 0-0 Nf& 13 b4 a5 4 bS Bxt3
15 Bxf3 Na7 16 ad ¢S {7 bxch ep?.. /] think 17 Bal jmmediateiy was detter as
Zlack probably ther has Yo reply with b leaving his af/H out of play) .,0Qc7!
18 Ba3 RfeB 19 Racl Nxcé 20 Rfdl NdS 21 d4?!,. (2f ed4 looks more natural
and Iz okay. 2{ AbJ may be still beller) ,,exdd 22 exdqd Nxdd! (Frobably a
surprize to Hhite, Obviousfy he can’t now play 23 Rxg4? Oxc2/ and the o can’t
re baken because of flel mate, But the move plaved next by Hhite doesn’'t work
either, Theretore I think he should go 23 Qxc7 though Nxc7 24 Bgd Ne2+ 25
Beel Rxe? adwittedly Jeares Black a Pawn up with a Rook on the 7th) 23 Qd3
Ne3! 24 h3%.. (Jt's happered again. The huean, suddenly Vinding hisself
hehind, jmm&diafe!; compounds the srror with an ineffective move) ..Nde2v 25
Bye2? Nxe2+ 26 Gwe? RyeR 27 Rwc? Redi+ 28 Kh2 hS 29 Rub7 Rz42 30 RbBe Kh7
3¢ RbS RaZ 32 Be? Rwad4 ang White rightly gave it up at move 39,




I'd intended to share one of Mike Basman's eiforts with you from *he afere-
mentioned “Cosputer Chess Hews” - but space doesn't allow evervifing ¢n and |
thought Fezderc might prefer one from the MACH T1I 4BO00's success in the WORLD

OPEN when it achieved a 2755 Grade and Official United States MASTER!

Thanks for this game to Fidelity in HMieami who alsp prowided notes by one louri
Eund?renka. I have kept some of his and added come of my own... Editor’s lic-
ente!

Fidelity 68000 HACH 3 White, Ortega (2135 USCFY Black

i B4 cS 2NF3 db T o4 cdd 4 Ndd Neb S NS ab 6 BoSeb 7 f4 Be? B Q3
Nbd7 9 0-0-0 @c7 10 g4 hé (I believe Mach 3 goes out of Book now) 11 Bfb
Bfé ([Alskzarndria trieg Ii,.qofé vs Gaprindashvili and Geller shows [f..Mf6 12
hd b5 13 g5 as giving Hhite an advaniage. S Bxf8 Is the best way to re-
capturel fz Kbi Be7 13 BgZ bS 14 S a5 (For my feaders beneTit, Hach 7
would have played h4 on both aoves 12 end [3. Now, with [4,.d3, Black has cut
off the Gangerous dizgensd a8-hl trying to make Hirte play passively mith the
result that an attack agatwst Ms Kiwg can be quite streng. Instead Hach J
copes ap mith @ block-buster/) {5 Nxd3!'.. (1 loved the Bishop for 2 Pawns
sacriftice covered In NGIE. But this s better! A sacrifice with regain (pr
areater ga:n) of meterizl mithin the Computer’s horizon Is mo sacrifice at all,
but a combination, But 3 sacrifice for a posytiongl advzntage 12 a3 different
zatder altegeiper - espiclarly Tor “eaterialilctic’ Computevs, Here Haiir d
“ansges Fooooem uo the centre Tor his B, € and 8, thwes gaining the rritiatire
ard better lowg-lers peicpects. Hach 7 ang other Conputers I've tested choose
15 1175, S¥1)) a govd wove, of course for 17 05,2518 Then In Nedd s certainly
stravg, & Black would respond 15,668 then 16 fled znd & smal!l +. By ©in3j
cempent 2t thui pedint is Uo say that Hach 2 thinks I1Vtle of 35 Nedh; at this
Jncture 1t sses ot sriply oz oastertel les? with Miltle coopencation at

310V .exdd 16 Q45 Nbbé  (Hewr thys f: a critsca] peasud, Yor 31ach here loses
the cvchanee apd we wust gik IT that Is necezzary for, I su, Hhite's sagrafice
wgi ol 3 zaovitice at all. The alterpative puve, ensninousiv chosen by Hach I,

Heaz 4 ang Rov Zuper Expert, §@ I4,.Ra7 preserving matertal advaniage. I now
plaved on With fach 2 s Mhrte and Meaz given 15 #ins per move to Yind 1fs heet
defence. Pley ment 17 ee Neh 18 e+ KfB 19 Gee Kxf7 20 BaS+ KR 21 Ggqé Bh4

22 Nekd ROT7, Owly wow do the poszibalities Yor khite becoee 3pparent to Hach =
and Hega, and their evaluations start {a syine In Hdte = fawour, 33 Gh57 BYZ
(Hzz 2% bettey) 24 kel fhé 25 RhTY Bed 26 K3/ Bgf 27 15 Bxh? 28 Uxh2 de7
29 Kger Rugé 30 txges announcing Nate fn &, 5o there 5 inherenl power an
Bhite's 1G HE%, and az a genuine sacrifice. Back to the game.,.!) {7 Qeé+ Dxco
18 Bxck+ Bd7 19 BxaB NaB 20 NfS.. (Mach 2 reads #1.05 here) ,.B¢5 21 gf5
BcS 22 Rhfl Nbe 23 RET Ke7? (Puts hiz K irn a vulneracle position. I provtér
23, . Rql or Hed) 24 Rl Rh7  (Thic i< & poor position for tﬁe Rook, but T gdaeht
that *here is anything better! 25 Rxg7! RhB (Bonsarento sayz “if 25,.Rxq7
then 26 T8¢ KFR 27 fugTe KygT 28 15", Wowever I reclton that it 26,.Kf5 lhen
27 RA® wate! So Blach nust go 26,.Keé and Jose the Rock. Black’™s 25th 1n the
game therefore haz to be becd) 26 RgI ReB 27 Rh3 Ned  (Elack needed to adept
a more materfalistic wiew Yers sven IT 71 goes zcarmst the grain to admit the
Compoter fs right, He zhould pfsv 27. RhR even 5F the poor fhing does look
rather corry for itself) 28 Rhé Be3 29 Rab Nd2+ 30 Kal Rc2 gl {6+ Ke@ 32
RaB+ ko7 33 pht! fxeh (It 12, .fzeé 34 Be®+ KvS 10 fred myne! T4 7 Bd4
{lact chance... perhaps Hach J momt sec the KHate on 52) 35 RdBY! Kxd8 34
{B=0+ Kd7 37 Ob4 eS 310 ¢xe5 and Black resigned.
Larry Hawtman tells us that Mach T 37 bit got 124,-%', againet LSCF Masters
ER0-22990 Mach T4 bit (the commercial version for Sept/Octl got P ohisg
and the Mege H4Turbo got 4-!! at 5 mins per move ard Po-Glz an the Active
ghesiiTDurnament . Fach Macnine beat 2 players in the 2300°s in the main
vent:
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Ratings vy Humans

From my Hail ! believe there i= more and more interest and recognition that it
is these figures primarily which oive true indication of a Conduter’s playin
strenoth. The prodlen of course is that zome have never been entered agains
Humans at all. and many others have played so few such pames that the accuracy
of the resulting small sample is verv unreliable., Sp a Ratino List composed
only  of such Computers will eave some Machines out altooether and also be
based on a somewhat insufficient no. of games for some of the athers.

Ancther defimite croblem 1e the wamation in Rating Levels between different
Countries. There is no raoam to discuss that problem here, but long-standin

readers of NEWS SHEET will know that T have addressed it carefully in the pas

and we know, for examgle, that USA and Canada levels tand thus their rasulting
ratings) are higher than curs whilst France, Sweden and Germany are below ours,
! would cetaindy not claim that the adjustpents ! have learned to make are 100%
correct - such may not even be pozsible. But 1 believe that they are gretty
accuratdg and, in consequence, [ am able to tske a Computer vs Human result from
aearly any Country and adjust it to a Britich Level of Rating for inclusion in
my own System’.” Ths obvicusly enables the ‘small samoles’ to grow quite
valusbly and the ys Humaps Rating List, adjusted ta British Levels, has
become reasonably substantial and effective.

The figures are alwaye shown zlonpside each Machine in the main RATINE LIST but
(1) TRAT List eucludes Machines not generally Commercially availahle (marked
with an “#') and (7' the Computers are ordered as per their TDTAL Ratina rather
than their VU5 HLMEN Rabirg. A Lict such as the 4ollawing will probably not
apoesr 1n avery [zeLe, but ! trust its gresence in this one is of he!p.

174 NOV SUPER EXPERT OR1G 1993

{72 [CONCHESS/A 1978

gHEET RATINGS vs HUMANS, Aug/Sept 1988 17t [CDNCHESS PLYPATE/S 1972
Computer E?o Games 171 HMEPH RERELL 1971
FiD 43020 MACH I 2270 53 171 KASF LEDN AMALYST/B 1965
FLO 4B0O0 MACH 3¢ 2185 4B 170 FID PAR E£/Q% 1944
MEFH Hitd+TURBO* 2128 30 17G NV FORTE & 1943
MEPH MEGA 4¢TUREO# 2129 48 {49 FID MASTER MACH ZA 1934
MEPH DALLAS 232 e 186 169 FID BRSTER MACH 28 1954
FID 4B020 MASTER/LAt 2113 58 169 FID PAR EJELITE Z1CO 1953
MEPH MEGA 4 2110 is ie8 SCI TURDO KASP/ 4% 1948
MEPH AMGTERDAM 2100 475 {67 Fi0 ELEGANCE 1334
NOY EXPERT/S 2087 &2 164 NOV SUPER CONST 1912
NOV EXPERT4TURBO® 2037 78 163 FI0 EXCELLENCE/Z 1507
{EDN MAESTRD+TURDO# 2084 9 163 NOV CONST/3.6 1904
MEFH HOND/DALLAS YL 2079 4€ 143 SCI TURBOSTAR 432 1904
NOV SUP EXP-FQORTE/b w76 7B (&2 FID ELITE C 190!
FID MASTER MACH 2C+ 2005 &b {53 F1D 48000 CLUB R 1900
CONCHESS PLYMATE/4 2073 4 142 F1D AVANT GARDE/S 1892
CICN ATARL/E 2071 19 151 KASP LEDN MAESTRD/6 1891
nOY EXPERT/S 2061 22 ial  FID ELITE DLD 1884
MEPH MH4/5 2054 30 159 CXE SPHINY 1872
HEPH Adha 22 047 27 135 FID SENSORY 12 1340
NOV SUP EXP-FDRTE/S 2058 9 134 CX6 COMMANDER+ 1832
NOY FORTE R 03 12 155 MEPH ROMA 16 (820
¥EPH DALLAS 16 2030 43 153 CONCHESS/2 1820
MEOH SUPER MONDIAL 2020 & 192 NOV CONST/Z 1813
EASF LEOW MAESTRD/4 2020 & 131 FID PRESTIGE 1805
MNOY EFPERT/A 2013 43 130 FID &B0O0 CLUB A¥ 1797
MEPH EXCL /12 1997 1A 144 MEPH 2 1736
SCI TURBO KASP/4 {94 32 142 MHEPH MM2 732

33 FID SENSORY § 1681
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tas
L84
f&5
1463
183
163
165
163
N
164
128
159
139
1ok
133
153
154
134
131
L350
150
a0
149
149
149
149
148
144
L44
L42
(43
142
L4
{29
126
129
126
12
126
24
123
123
123

[ Eab 4
bl

122
£23
i3
i

116
116
114
112
12
108
106
104

5CI TURBO RSP/4
CONCHESS/ &

WARP TURBG KING
CONCHESS FLYMATE/4
PSION 1/9

F10 EXCELLENCE/Z
FIT ELEGANCE

MEPR M2

SCT TURBOSTAR 432
FID ELITE C
CONCHESS /A

FID EXCEL DISPLAY/2
NOV SUPER CONMST
MERH BLITZ

CXD SPHINX

riD ELYTE A

MEPH ELIROPA

FID PRESTIGE

SC1 SUPERGTAR 38K
ME=H EXCL 5/12
NIV QUATTRO

ETD SENSORY 12
NOY PRIMO/YVIP
CHESSMASTER 2000
CONCHESS 72

PSION QL

NDY CONST/Z.4

FI1D ELITE B
SARGON 9

SARGON 3

MEPH MONDIAL
COLOSSUS 4

FID ELITE QLB

NQY CONST /2

SUPER ENT/ADY GTAR
€10 SENSORY 9
LOLQSSUS 2

€64 + STEINITY
CHESS 2001

MEPH 3

SUPERCHESS 3.3
SCI SUPSRSTAR BAS
MEPH 2

VASP TURID fce
KASE TURBD 24K
GEM + MORPHY
CONCHESE Ao

SCI C/C MARK 3
CYRUS 2
FHILIOOR/COUNT GAMBYT
SCI CJC MARK &
CYRUS 1,5

WHITE KMIGHT 19
SUPERCHERS 3.0
MORFHY ENCORE
SPECTRUM 2

1527
1925
1923
1922
1504
1504
1503
1903
1902
1884
1872
1872
1849
1850
1839
1823
181t
{ROR
1804
1802
1B00
17864
1793
1792
1791
1750
1784
1768
1748
1747
744
1738
1730
{715
1705
{635
LA30
1408
1606
{589
1387
1587
158%¢
1581
1978
{574
1556
1531
1929
1527
1524
1494
1493
1460
1447
1409
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Rating List

he RATING L]ST ie an extended one this time, by “poptlar demand’. The Back
Fage of N5, the Rating Lict’s regular soot, is only hig enough to take the tap
54 Computers and many "old’ favourites now aet missed off altogether. So that
Rpagers ran make C[omparisons (which certainly helos enphasise the progress
made} 1 have therefore extended the List onto the inside Back Cover so that
mare Machirmes get incleded, but I wont be doing this every Issue so make cure
to keee at lpact the Back Cover if vou might want it for reference.

For newcowers to WEKS SHEET:-

after a Mzchine 'nbicates ite Speed to distinouich between results where
the particular Computer 1s/has beer available running at different speeds. -
1.e /5 = SMHz,
+/- rolumn shows peximum deviakion likely, When a Nachine has many pames; e.a
the Meun Ameterdam with 2041, Yikely deviation is very small {10 in this case)
A lesc thoreoehly tested tachine will have & wider deviation YOSEIhIIIty E.Q
Mega 4 at 2084 «/- 3f could vet be az hioh ac 2115, but could also be as low
ag 2053 {urlvietv = that would be telow NA4).
Human/Gates are totalised Results ¢from Tournys against Humans, They are used
to both adjust the Ratino LEVEL €0 a Sritish stzndard (BCF) and also affect the
individueal Machines cen Fatino in oroportion to the no. of games plaved.

gAE‘MP LISET M519 - Aug/Sept !??B

Cnmouter BT +/- Games Pos Human/Bames
200 MERH ROMA Z7 2194 2T 23 1 ) 2042 M
197 WEFR DALLAS 12 273 15 913 2 ¢ Zi16 18
{67 MEFH ROMA 14 2029 17 1m0 30 0 18 14
192 MEFH DALLAS 15 2038 12 1241 4 ¢ 2030 A2
199 FID MASTER MACH. 2C+ 2113 15 8§42 5 | 2073 As
163 WEPH MOND/DALLAS XL 2107 4x {14 & 1 2079 AR
186 MEPH AMSYERDAK 290 10 041 7 0 2100 175
184 MEPH MEGE 4 2084 2 228 B 1 2110 14
184 FID MASTER MACH Z6 2072 28 282 % 0 1954 20
187 HWEPH MM4 /5 2064 {3 1219 10 1 2054 3
{81 XKASP CEQN ANALYST/E 2048 43 U9 11 1 1945 14
181 NOV SUP EXC-FORTE/S 2047 31 230 12 4V 2075 78
181 MEPH KONTE CARLO 2043 40 13z 13
180 FRION ATARI/8 2042 1§ BA9 {4 3 2071 1§
177 NV 5U¢ EXP-FORTE/S 19 18 519 15 1 0FER 0
£77 ©1D MASTER MACH 2A 2012 26 325 16 ' 1954 35
L75 FI1D 48000 CLUB B 2002 15 972 17 1 1300 7
175 NDV EYPERT/S 1998 32 214 18 | 2089 42
174 NQY EXPERT/& 1994 21 222 19 1 2061 22
172 F19 AYANT GARDE/S 1978 2 1404 20 | 1893 77
£72 NQV FORTE B 1978 12 1496 20 v 2038 120
172 YASP STRATOS 1978 18 595 2722 !
{72 FID FAR E/ELITE 2100 1974 ¥ 1536 2?3 1953 209
(7t MEPH RERELL 194 13 {206 24 1 1971 35
170 MOV SUPER EXPERT ORIG 1943 25 IR 25 © {1993 22
170 NOU FORTE A 196l §1 1928 26 | 1383 24
149 CONCHESS PLYMATE/E 1953 13 1325 27 | 1972 53
(69 KASP LEOM MAESTRA/A (949 15 823 28 | 1Q91 |4
(£ FMEPH SUPER MONDIAL 1945 17 787 29 @ 2020 &
168 ¥AGP LEDON MAESTRO/4 1941 B4 3} 30 1 2020 &
157 FID EXCELLEMNCE/A 1823 14 1141 X
164 WOY EXPERT/S 1931 17 767 X2 ¢ 2014 43 roat p.is



